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To the Diligent ane wks La 


Uftom obligeth me to ſay ſome- 
thing by way of Preface, and 
the weight of the Subjett be» 

pe us is ſuch, as requires the ut- 
oft Diligence to preſs the ſerious Con- 
deration of it upon all to whom it 
preſented. -.,- _ | 
That the Soul of Man is in its own 
ature fitted for Immortality, bes... 
g cepable of ſubſiſting and atting in « 
ate of ſeparation from the Body, and 
herefore deſigned thereto, # a Truth 
mmonly acknowledged among# Chri- 
ans, ee, and amongft Pagans t60; as ©: 
have proved at large in a former Treas 
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> anly: 4 very important one, how litt f ft 
- foever conſidered by the unthinkin® 

World. Muft we live for ever? Sure 
hy it highly. concerns #us to examiliff 
whither we ave going ?.. what State wif 
.are like to enter upon when the unceriffs: 
rain Term of. our preſent Life ſhalf 
be"at an end? Shall it be well or illffar 
with us to all Eternity ? w, 
The -Reſolution* of this great Qu 
ſtian depends upon our Behaviour mn - 
we-are in the Body, for accoraing 1 
that .we muſt be judged whether it bc 
good or bad, 2 Cor..5. 10. Be. 
The. Goodneſs or Wickedneſs of 0 
Actions is 'to be meaſured by ther 1 
"gprecableneſs or. diſagreeableneſs to tor 
Divine Law ; | which is norma. offidifn7 
- & judicii,: 4 Rule to live by, and If al 
which we muſt be judged... - ew 
The Daties which God hath enjoindWu1 
are ſuch, as in_their own (Natur 
do. manifeſtly tend to qualify and 00 
.# for that eternal: Bleſſedneſs, whidgre 
he bath prepared for his Rt Ones. Wor 
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re- te N dirs of the Heavenly Fe- E.. : 4 
litity'; - becattſe the more clear and "u- \* 


ftintt ' our Apprebenſions are in this. 
ter, 'the more will our Hearts be 
aiſed to *defire it, and our Endea- 


alfours quickened in the. purſuit of "it, 


4 and the better we ſpall. underſtand the” 
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th 


$27 that leads to it. 


The abſolute neceſſity of Holineſs, 


us order to our everlaſting Happineſs, 


#s rather confeſſed, than well unger- 


ood by the generalit y” of thoſe that 


Bear the Chriſtian Name; and this. 


wor for want of ſutable Means and 
lps in order #9 ſuch Kyowledg, but 
or want of Hearts to uſe them, Prov.” 


dir 7.16. Men's thoughts are otherwiſe 


Waker up, and their carnal Minas are 
verſe from C onſder ations of # this We. 
1 

That Holineſs 'is. neceſſary, beceofe * 
oa hath commanaed it, is, very. 


we eas Truth, and nothing but the Trath, 
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£4 ; befer "this rarity? New fat 
of yg there is alſo « natural Neceſſy 
##. the caſe, it being as impaſſible i 
FE: yi «nature of the thing that we ſhould 
bt happy. without being boly, as thall. 7 
s blind Man fbould be delighted withiy h 
Colours, or one that is deaf with Sounds F 
aud Harmony. 
And this will appear if we conſider 
what it is that muſt make 4 og + 
immortal Spirit compleatly bleſſed ; 
Fe the enjoyment of the + pg 
hotly, " IS; bleſſed God, whereunto} ;, 
an, unholy Soul is utterly indiſpoſed, 
and. diſaffefted; and therefore" canuoth 
be bappy till .its Temper be altered;Þ ;; 
and made ſutable to the Obje#; that V 
zs, holy. Yi 
The Siints in Glory are taken npll i 
. with God, admiring, loving, preijing, 
and. delighting in him as their chic 
Good, their only Soul-ſatisfying Por«| fl 
Fon, . 6s, 4nd... 4s infinitely 'apd ani fb 
bly goad-. in bimſclf ; aud-withal {11 
el Pg 22 ect and refreſhing} oj 
ve to theme, - wicbout) 0 
any 


'F 
(Vo, 
8 


OK.» 


| any Clouds, Darkneſs, or Interrupti-" = 
ll ons. "Now, this kind of Happineſs -* * 
wil is no* way ſutable to the Genius and- 
#6 Diſpoſition of an unſanitified Heart, 
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4'F ud how. ſhould a Max be happy white, 
a bis wery Soul is averſe to, | and at 
as Enmity againſt that which alone can 
I rmake him fo? » h 
rs This #' the woful caſe of the far 
all 2reater part of the World, which loud- 

8 ly calls for our deepeſt Lamentations 
je over it, and our utmoſt Endeavours 
0 to reareſs it. 
4 To this purpoſe I have thought meet 
h to publiſh the following Diſcourſe, where- 
Bi I have laboured to lay open our 
Wi Way, axd our End, beginning with 

B the latter, according to the order of 
PF intention. « 
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T . have therefore firſt laid down « 

'"F ſhort, plain, ſcriptural Account of that 

"bleſſed Shate reſerved in Heaven for © 

rYirue Believers, and then proceeded to 

CY open the Nature of that great Work * 

tl of Grace, whereby we muſt be prepa= * 7 
| | A 
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ed; wrought, or mide. meet for that 
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"the" other, the End and Way are 
Þ ret a kin that they differ rather ini | 
pree than in kind, Grace 1s Glo-Wt ; 
- «ry begun, Glory is Grace- perfe-Þ , 
FE cl. > > © uo 4 
; « 
If . theſe things were well weighed, | 
 .and compared together, the advantage | 
would be wery great every way. Give ' 
me leave to mention ſome few Parti-Þ | 
calars. 


1. This would effettaally put to ſi-þ 
dence the ignorant Cavils of fookſbÞ- 
. Men," who complain that the ways of 
Holineſs are too ſtrift and preciſe for 
"them. 'Did they but better know what 
the Bleſs'd Above are doing, and what 
they are enjoying, they would quick-- 
ly . ſee reaſon to conclude, that the 
. greateſk Diligence and Care we can} 
=. w/c us all little enough to ripen us for 
- "State. w_ 


= + Jo. holy, /o glorious, /o.perfett « 
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-2. '* wel? certainly: 2 lovw # 
groundleſs Preſumptions of Self-deceius 
ing Hypocrites, who' promiſe to 6 vue 
in ſelves Heaven at laſt, tho they be 
utter Strangers to that vita Power 
i of Religion, without which there's 

no coming thither. 
= Men. who hope for they know not what 
a, hereafter, live they know not, or care 
zeſl not how while they are here. But, 
ve whatſoever a Man ſows, that ſhall 
i-© he alſo reap. Gal. 6. 7. 

3. This would alſo ſhew #« what wah, - 

and manner of religious Worſbip is like. 
:-ii to be moſt arceptable to God, and ad- . 
bY . vantagiows to our ſelves, viz. That, 
of # -which tends moſt tp refine and ſpiritu- 
rf alize our Hearts, and [o to fit them fot. 
ot | Heaven. 
i 4. And conſequently what ends we: 
b= anghe to propoſe to our ſelves in every, 
6% religious Duty : Namely, that ' me may... 
# get as near unto God, and be 4s tht. 


r = ward with him, as poſſibly we can, till 
we come to the State of full and pt nd | by ; 


fett Communion with him. 


5. 4d 


No wonder that © 
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| their preſent State and Work : Their 


”' dearly apprehend and frequently con- 
" ſider the Bleſſeaneſs of a ſuture State, 


Theſe and mueny more ſuch advan- 
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"5. And what need; there is .of Di- 
wine Grace to clevate*. aud raiſe our 
Hearts to ſach high and holy things 
as theſe. LJlas, what poor work ſhall 
we make with ſpiritual things if we 
be- left to our ſelves! | fs: 
'- 6. This will greatly ſupport the Peo- 
ple of God under the difficulties of 


DRY 


ſpiritual Conflicts will foon be over, þ 
and Heaven will make amends for all. 
The end to which the diſpiſed ways 
of Holineſs lead, is unſpeakably g1o- 
F104 | | 
Laefily; if the beſt of us did more 


and. the neceſſary Connexion or near | 
Alliance between Holineſs and Happi- | 
nlefs, this would put Life into all our | 
Motions and Tendencies Heaven-ward, | 
4nd wonld give 2 moſt refreſhing reliſh 
and ſavorr to all our Duties. 


fages world accrue 10 us from a tight | 
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uaiderſt ending of our. way, and our end 
4d with each other. But I muff 
2 2207 make (a0 large 4 Preface to::fo 
1 ſmall « Book. v $3.5; 2 
ef Nor will I ſtay to apologize (as. the 
© manner of ſome is) for the Weakneſs - © 
| and Imperfeitions of the enſuing Tres> © - 

tiſe: Only I tell thee, 1 beve ſteodied | 
| that both as to the; Matter, Method, 
= and Stile, it might be plain, praQti- 
cal, and profitable for the uſe of vul-- 
gar Readers, not to  gratify the-ud 
pricions wanton hwmors ' of thoſe who 
have itching Ears; but to edify bo+ 
neſt upright Hearts. 1 hope IT can tra- 


ld $0. Do 


| & ſay in ſome meaſure, that as to the 
"'B applauſe of Men, delii curare, 1 
= have done regarding it. VVNith me. 


it 1s a very tmall Martrer'to be judg- :..; 
ed of Man's Judgmenr, 1 Cor. 4. 3. A 
| : ; AS 

Therefore to conclude ; if thou wilt 
; read arhiveratly what I have written, _þ 
ana conſider it impartially, and carry. Pg 
it home to thine own Heart and Con>"  * 
ſcience, by that prudent $ 6p ET 


Er 9: 6 "Toth Ty 40 Be. _ 
8 which F #ature poaf 2s "A ball 
require, Z hope thou wilt get real ad- 


-pantage by it; "and when thou haſt (o 
oor, ig wot to pray for him, 


Who is 
6 very unworthy Servant of the 


beſt and greateſt _ 


—_ Sept. $, p : 
2698. * . Timothy Manlove. 
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CHAP. I. 


; T HE Dependazxce of the Words up- 
'Si on what goes before. Their 
Literal and Real Importance. The 

Point of Doftrine to be inſiſted upon. 

The Method wherein it is to be han- 

 aled. | ba Page rn. 


CHAF:IÞK 


Some general Account of the Heavenly 
Felicity ; to which are ſubjoyned ſome 
ſhort Hints, how unfit we-are by Na- 
ture for that bleſſed State, and:how > 
we'came t0 be ſo. | by 
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CHAP. IL 


A further Enquiry into the Nature TY YL 


- thaxg great Change, whereby the Sonls '% 
of Believers are wrought and prepared | E 
for Heaven. 22, 


CHAP. IV. 


of the ſeveral Steps whereby this bleſſed | 
Work is begun, carried oz, 4nd per- 
fefted in the Soul. 35. 


CHAP. V. 


Plains Proof from Scripture, and 
. the nature of the thing, that none 
can come to Heaven, till they be 


wrought or prepared for it by Divine 
race. | 48. 


Ca AP... VL. 


Several "x" OG of Truth drawn from 
(the * foregoing Diſcourſe. 61, 


CHAP. 


CHAP. VI. 


ER to thoſe Perſons who wrong their 
4 E mn by preſumptuous hopes" of 
dF Heaven, while they are utter Stran- 
h gers to this great work of Grace, 
whereby they ſhould be prepared for 
it. Shewing how vain, ſinful, dan- 
© perous and unnatural z#t is for them 
| rhusto deceive themſebues. 72: 


L CHAP. VII. 


3 How much it concerns us to examin our 
ſelves, whether we be wrought for 
\ = Heavenor no. Sundry Motives 10 
| excite us to this neceſſary Duty. | 82. 


CHAF”R 


© Diretions for the more ſucceſsful ma- 
 magement of this great Daty of Self- 
* Examination. | 
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CHAP. X. 


Sunary Queſtions propoſed by which to ex+ 
amin the State of our Souls. '* 98. 


"CHAP. xs. 


The Exhortation in ſeveral Branches. 
'I. To thoſe who are not yet wrought | 
for Heaven, direfting them what. 
Methods to take in order to their Cons 
verſion. - I17. 


CH AP. XII 


Direfions to thoſe who bave attain- 
ed to greater degrees of Aſſurance 
and Comfort. I58, 


2#Cony.5: 


Now he that hath, wrought us for the "4 
fſelf-ſame thing s GOD. * 4 
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;t 8s 
i CHA P. Iz | 


7.87 he Dependance of the Words upon what 
' goes before. Their Literal and Real _ -,.? 
Importance. The Point of Doitrine © 
= to be inſiſted upon, The Method  *% 
-* wherein it is to be handled. gs 
; | ; 
«| N the foregoing Chapter we haye an account of 


the many ſufferings, and dangers ro which 8 
Apoſtle himſelf, and his Fellow-labourers inthe 

Work of the Goſpel were expoſed. Verſ. 8, 5 "W 

p &c, Troubled on every fide, —perplextd, — — 
I cuted, —caſt down, — Always bearing about in 
the Body the dying of the Lord Feſus, 3. e. by ſuffering 

for his ſake, and in conformity to him: ' As it follows 
verſ, 11. Alway delivered unto Deatb for Teſus ſake. 
Reng, ve tejls us wi irwas that bore uptheir/ ..- =; 
Spirits, ept them from fainting thaw © 
Prefſars, namely, a believi er of fioure Cle: SY 
ry, whereof Chriſt's Re - was a certain Argily* 2. 
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ſue,. ſhall raiſe up us alſo by Jeſs, erl. 16, Fit 
which cauſe we faint not,' Kc. _- ">F 

He then proceeds to make a Compariſon. berweey 
their preſent Troubles,*and the Joy rharwas ſer betorg 
them. As for the former, 'he ſpeaks as cho he accounts 
ed rhem \ ſcarce worth naming : bur' of rhe latter, a 
if 'no words could be found greatenough ro expreſs it 
verſ. 194 For our light affliction. which i but for a Mes 
ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding, and etirndl 


wright of | Glory, T71 varegBonv &s VoeeGoanvt 


pl] 


one Hyperbole uponanorher, and yer all litcle enough 
to ſignify the-deep ſenſe which he had of the tranicewp 
dent worth, and- excellency of that weighty Glory 
concerning which he ſpeaks, Thus Rom, 8, 18, Fat 
T reckon that the Sufferings of this preſent time, are not wats 
thy to be compared with the Glory whigh (hali be revealea 
#5. This he did upon due deliterarion;, well weighs 
ing the Point, [>c34Cofgaty: Expend© ] ' as Grotius oly 
ſerves-ſome Gf the Ancients render 1t, - 
Thus ye fee whence jr was that they ferch'r thei 
Supports amidft ail rhe confli&s and difficulries rh 
mer with inchis World. What they look'r or aime 
at ['ozongyTmoy,)] viz. The things not ſeem; which a 
eternal, verf. 18, This was the Prize chey rah for; art 
which tt ey expetted at length to obtain, 
- And now, thar none might think that their hops 
"were wavering, uncertain or i]-grounded, he goes of 
Tarhis Chapter, wherein the Texr is, ro declare hot 
Yullatd fatisfying- their Aſſurance was, in this marte 
"and why it was ſo, 
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**Verf.1, For we now that if our Earthly Houſe of thi 
"Fabtrnatle were diſſolved, we have a building of God, Wt, 
[Notre Feregthat Faith is a cercain infallible ſortof Know 
"2+ Jedg [we know. ] So Joh. 6. 69, We belieut, and i 
2 "fare. Rom 8.28. We know that all things work top 
*-.., _ ther ſor good to them that love God. 1 Cor. 15458, 
know that your Labour is not in vain inthe Lond; b 
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teſt, chan cheir Belicf: and Hopes were f#m and ſteady. 
verſl. 2, 3, 4. We groanearneftly, deſiring to be cloathed 
upon with our boaſt which is from Heaven, — that Mor« 
rality might be ſwallowed up of Life. £ ; 
And thus weare brought ro the ,Texr, in which the 
Apoſtle lays dowo ſome further grounds of this theic 
Confidence, viz. They were wrought tor the Hegren= 
Glory, and that by Gcd himſelf: Who alſo bad Fort 
unto them the earneſt of the Spirit, as it immediately fol- 


lows ; and therefore, (ſays he) we are alwaysronfident, 


Wi verſ.6. Again verſ;8. We are confident, I ſay, and willing 
hl rather to be abſent from the Body, - and to be preſent with 
8 the Lord. q.d. We do not runas ar uncertainties, nor 
ory fight as Men thar beat the Air, but know whomwe 

have ruſted, and thar he will nor fail our truſt. This 
8 i5-the Faith we walk by ar preſenc, till we cometo'the 

World of immediate ſight and fruition. , Verſe 7. 

' - And now let usreturn to the words of the Text,' 
and confider more diſtin&ly, borh the lircral and real 
importance of them. Wh: | 

Now be that bath wrought us] 1. e. made, formed,. 
or fitted us. The word fignifies ro faſhion or, poliſh @ 
thing which was 1442 or unſhapen before 3 and fo "ris u- 
ſed by the Septuaginr, Exod. 35, 33. 1 Kings6. 36. 


For the ſel-ſame thing | viz. That blefled Stare in 


which Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up of Lije, whereof 


he had been ſpeaking juſt before - verſ. 4. or if you ug | & : 


derſtand ir of thoſe deſires and groanings Heaven- 
which axe wrought in the Souls of Beltevers, 1t'comes 
al] ro a ſenſe ; for none, bur thoſe who are prepi 


or Heaven, do rightly and judicionſly deſire it, as ſhall = Dy 


be ſhewn more art large hereafter. 
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Is even hethat hath provided that Glory farms," F 
rer(, __ alſo fitred us for it, The Orderand Te- 


nour of the words is very remarkable ; God is not rhe... -- 


--406,. ij 
NE 


ubjeft, bur the - Predicate of this Propefirion. It” Fy 


not thus expreſſed [now God hah wrought us for this]. 
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anſwerably glorious and excellent, The fame 
of expreſſion ye have, Chap. 1. 21. Now be which ſta: 
bliſheth us with you in Chrift, and bath anointed us, i 
GOD. Wu 
As for the rea! importance of the words, the only 
remaining difficulry (if rthar be any) is whar divine 
work the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, In anſwer ro thi 
I ſhall only rake notice of the three (ollowing parricy 
lars, which are moſt jx{{ and comprebenſive in th 
caie, x 
(1.) God as he is our Creator, and the God of Ns 
ture, hatin given us immortal Souls ; furniſh'd with facul- 
ties to prepare for a better Lite. He hath made them 
pure, {4{piritual, noble, intelleAual Subſtances, no 
confiftrrg of any contrary Principles, which by a&tir 
upon, Or againſt each other, might infer the difſolurial 
of che whole. Now, in that he has given the Sou 
ſuch a'Nature, 'ris'manifeſt that he defigns ir for an 
: cernal Stare, -becauſe-he doth nothing in vain, bur ah 
ways firs his Creatures for the reſpe&ive ends where 
-urto he hath appointed them : Ard ſince borh Graz 
and Glory preſuppole Nat:re, thar is, rhe Fundament 
Capacity of the SubjeQ, therefore this parcigular m# 
. well enough be taken in, tho ir cannor rea(Mably.H 
imagined, har chis is the main (much leſs the. 9 
=. Ching intended in the Text. The Souls of- the vitd 
7. Men (yea even the Devils themſelves) are thus 
E: wrought for an Evctlaſting State. Buc it: is-ngt'M 
Immortality, bur a g lori9us and bleſed Imaniarralil 
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hays here ſpoke: Fo char 0 be wrought fo this © 
ſelF-ſame rhing,: mult needs ſignuty ſomething peculiar 
WMunco rrue Pax, vyerss for they only have a right to the 
{WMHcavenly Glory and befides the Greek word | »27:6- 
lt<.0z441G-] ſeems nor fo naturally to fignify the cre- 
Macing of a . as ſome ſubſequent work upon ir al- 
cady created ; to' which iz's narura] cflence 15 preſyp- 
oſed, nor produced by it..  - : 

(2.) As our Redeemer, and the God of governing re- 
onciling Grace, he hath opened the way to Heaven 
or us, : and fo deals with us upon Terms of ' Mercy - 
nd Compaſlion, in arder to our recovery from: thar 
inful and miſerable ſtare, inro which we had-brought 
dur ſelves. Tothisend the Eternal Son of Gad, in 
he fulneſs of rime ſanRified-a Portion of Humane' Na- 

re, and rook ir into union with the Divine, and in it 
filed all Righteouſneſs," perfeRly obeyed the Law, 
tered up himſelf a Sacrifice ro re ivine Juſtice, 
onquered Satan, Death, and Hell; died, aroſe, af- 
=; and was glorified, rhar we might chearfully 
nd believingly follow him. Thus Human Nature in 
he Perſon of our great Mediatour was wroughe through 
ariety of Labours and Sufferings, till ir arrived to the 
igheſt Advancement; thac from henee we might be 
flured how greit thingsare intended for us, . if we do 
Or rejet the Counſel of God againſt our ſelves, ' He 
bat ſpared not his amn Son, but delivered bim up «for us 
I, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things 2 
om. 8.32, He is gone before ro p7epare place. for us, 

d ro take;poſſefiion, &c, his Arms are ever opento * 
ceive returning Sinners; the more weary and heavy. 

en with the Burdenof Sin, . the firrter for him to ex- 5. 

ciſe his Othee upon. He will caſt out none: thar ſins". 
rely come ro him. None are excluded who do not” | 

ay . wilful and final Impenicency exclude themſelves, 

WI his parc allchings arc ready : what thenremains bur® - 8 

Sar we thankfully lay hold on this Tree of Life, and. 3 
ry Fauh teed thereon, that we may live for ever ? * I7; dl 
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Perfe&er of all to. fir- us for Glory, he works it the 


Souls of his People thoſe holy Quahfications, Tender - 
cies, and AﬀeQions, whereby the Heavenly Scare beef * 
comes con-natural and agreeable to.them, or rather they 
toit, Tolive, and have a being ina furnce Stare is on 
thing, tobe happy therein anoth:r, Meer Immorrality 
firs you for the former immediately, but only ina more 
remate ſenſe for the latter. O Sirs, ir 15 but cold com: 
ſort to know that your Souls are immortal, - If jn the 
mean time ye beurterly in the dark, whether jt 

be well or ill with them hereafcer; Live they . muſſ 
to all Erernity ; bur if a great dealof care be nor taken 
In rime, that Life is like ro prove worſe than Death 
Therefore (ye know) thar Eternal Life 18 uſually cake 
in the beſt ſenſe: Mat. 25. 46. The Righteous into Lif 
Zternal. Rom. 6. 23. The Giſt of God 5 Eternal Liſt 
Thoſe in Hell live too, becauſe they cannor, nor be 
cauſe they would nor die: Know then, that you 
Souls: are no leſs capable of exquifire Tormenr ani 
Miſery, than of Joy and Blefſedneis in another 
World ; their everlaſting Weal or Woe depends more 
direftly and nearly upon Moral Qualities, than up 
their Natural Eſſence. As wicked Men are filling up thi 
mcaſure of their Sins, and ſo making themſelves rip 
for Ruin, Treaſuring up Wrath againſt the Day of VVrat 
Rom. 25. So God by his Grace qualifies and prepare 
his People for Heaven, enablingand habiruating ther 
to thoſe ſpiritual Defires apd Endeavours which 
ſured therero, Yerl. g. Whereſore we. labour, thi 
whether preſent, or abſent, we may be accepted of bin 
Phil. 2. 13. He worketh in them, both ta will a»d to 
of his good Pleaſure, A Work ſo great that it emulate 
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-even Creation it ſelf, jnfomuch thar the Perſons 


wrought upon are new Creatures, as werſ. 17. of th 
Chapter. If avy Man bein Chrift, bt 3s a new Creatunt 
not in point of Eſſence or Faculties, but of new Qual 
ziesand Diſpoſitions wherewith they are endued. All 
thus we muſt be wrought for this (elf-ſarne thing 
Hence Believers, as ſuch, are called God's Workmanf 
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eater ih Chriſt Faſus unto good Works. EpheC. >. 19,5 Þ 
ot pabrdaay de avd framed-by him, for 23 habita- | 
tim of God through the Spirit. Verſ. 22. His Husbanary, 

x. Cor. 3. 9, Being-culcivated by him, co bring forth 
that Fruit unto Holineſs, the end whereof is Everlaſting 
Life. Rom. 6.22. Thus they are the work of bis Hands, 
Tiees of Rightro»yfneſs, the planting of the Lord, that be 

might be glorified. Wa. 60.21, Ch.61. 3. $9 theſe 

Veſſek of Mercy, are prepared 'for Glory. Rom, 8, 
23. Made meet to be Partalors of the Tiheritante of the 
Saintiin Light. Col. 1.12. Well {ft, orrightly diſpo« 
f'd for tke Kingdom 'of God, As the word fighifies, 
Like 9. 62. [sr2e0s.] 

And this jt is which the Text principally aims ar, 

wherein you may obſerve ſecycral things, 


«ho 
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I» That great work whereot the Apoſite here ſpeaks 
as a thing already. done. Z* that hath wrought, 
Cc, 

2. The Author of this Work, viz, The Bleſſd God 

. himſelf. | 

3+ The Subjeas, or Perſons upon whom it - was 
wrought, Namely the Apoſile himſelf, and o- 
ther Goſpel-Miniſters, [Us] yer not ſoas ro ex- 
clude any other Perſons, who had obtrined libe 
preciots Faith with them, 2 Pet. 1.1. Or that had 
bulieved through their Word. Joh. 19. 20, See the 
foregoing Chapter, w#r/. 14." asalſo Chap. 1, 21. 
[us with p, : 

4.” The end and defign of this great Work; names 
ly to fir them for Heaven, giving them a Tem- 
per ſuted thereto, and cauſing them to long after 
It. 

5. The neceſſiry of this great Work, as maybe ga- 

. thered from the Relarion which theſe words bear 
to the Context. And more eſpecially by the word 

now; or bur, 5] which conneRs this Verſe with 
- me fore-going; 4.4. weknow that che Heavenly 
Jaheritance ſhall-be ours. And ye earneſtly de. 
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Bots ere, wHſ. 1, , 2. Oc. But 
be remembred hat” we 2re- ae roma etys 
ne icy, otherwiſe our ones were chair | 
ous, our Confidence meer ſelf-deceit. © Accord. 
to which plain Expoſition this'Iittle Particle 
[2 is big in ome mew Me all from Heaven, 
LL4.d not in mealure thus wrought for 
It. 

And now *tis obvious, that many points of DoAtrine 
might eaſily be drawn from theſe words, thus 0- 
pened and divided: But I will mention no more: 
than one, which I deſignto infift upon,- and ro it 
all che reſt may be reduced. | 


DoR. There's no coming to Hetom, ti/1 we be wrought of 
prepared for it, by the Pawer of Divine Grace, 


In handling this Point, three things muſt be diſtin. 
ly ſpoken to. | 


I. The Explication of it, or what ir means. 

A. The Proof of ir, or how it appears. 

HI. The Uſcand Improyement ot ir, or what may 
be deduced from it, cirher to irjorm our Judg- 
ments, or to a re(Þ and regulate our Prattice. 


As tothe firſt of theſe I ſhall proceed as follows. 


x. To:give you ſome general Account of the Hea-. 
venly Felicity for which we muſt be prepared. : 

2. Serbefore you amorediſtin& and large Explica- | 
_ tion, of that great Work of Grace hereby my 
Souls of Belicyers arefirced for Glory. | 


Without ſome competent Knowledg of the End, ve, | 
Te not like ro under the Means : Ande 4 
enquire into (yea and Ga) the Way, we (hall « 


on roevjoy the bleſſed End, 
C H as 


*CH 4 P. 10. 


ome general Account of the Heavenly 
Felicity; to which are ſubjoyned ſome 
ſbort Hints, how anfit we areby Na- 
ture for that bleſſed State, and how 
we came to be ſo. 


I S not to be thought ſtrange, that our Concep- 
I tions fall exceeding ſhort, and our Expreſſions 
vet ſhorter, when we come to diſcourſe ' 
har Ys which 15 within oy Vail: Whocan, at 
his diſtance, give any other than a very imperfe& 
\ccount of that fylneſs of Joy, which i che. Pre- 
ſence of God, and thoſe cverlaſting Pleaſures which - 
are at his Right Hand, Pſal. 16. 11. 
Yer are we not lefr wholly in the dark neither, 
ſomewhat of Heaven may be known (and therefore 
ſhopld diligently be enquired afrer) while we arc here _ 
gon Earth ; el/ cannor 't1}] we' come thirher. | 
Ar preſent we have ſome Revelarion of ir, both 
objeftive and ſubjedtine, v2, lo faras is ſurable ro our. 
preſent Srate. *Tis revealed to #5, Life and Immortality 
art brought to light by the Gojpel, 2 Tim. 1. 26. *Tis- © 
revealed in 45 : true Believers, have the foretaſts of 
it, in thoſe Exerciſes of Grace which lead to it, 
Tho irdoth nor yer (ſly) appear what we ſhall be, 
yet in part it doth. For, we know that when be ſhall _ ©: 
appear, we ſball be like bim ;, for we ſhall ſee him age 3s, | 
x Joh. 3.2. Tho. our Life 35 bid with Chriſt "mn God; © 
Col: 3. 3- Yet nor ſo,+ as if noching of- it could be + 
© known, - bur rather thac ic might be more"earneſily* 2 © 
WM firched after. Eycoas in him ore bid oft che le + EY 
| & Yin ; 5 Wes, 7 ponE” 4 38 
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Chap. 2:3. compared w 
Prov. 2. 2, 3, 4-.  Sce.alſo 1 Cor. 2..9,'t10. Eye hath 
ferr, nor Ear ard, &c. bit God hath revealed them wn 
ws by his Spirit, — verl. 12. that we might know th 
things that are ſreely given to us of God, © 

Well then, ir 1s a great advantage that we have 
Map of the Holy Land ; a Deſcription of the New } 
71/alem (et before us in the Sacred Records :. And ye 
greater, if we taſte rhe Sweetnefs, and fee! rhe Powe 
of thote Goſpel-Diſcoveries in our owu Spirie. Bu 
then thoſe thar do ſo, can hardly-make others under 
ſtznd theſe grateful Reliſhes:. The Joys of Believenj 
are ſuch as Strangers intermeddle no; with, cannorthe 
rightly apprehended bur by izward vital;Senſe and Ev 
perience, known only ro them rhat have them : Word 
can but faintly expreſs them, for they. are mſpeabablt 
3 Pct. r, 2, How much more incxpreſiible nwſt chok 
Pleaſures be, which, in Heaven, are grown up to ful 
perfe&ion ? | "4 

Therefore as ro what 15 unrevealed [et us wait 
while, it cannot be long, time runs faſt on, Erernity 
is almoſt upon us. The Concerns of our Souls arejd 
iafe Hands: © Our Eyes (as one obſerves) are in out 
«. ptorified Head Jeſus Chrift, He knows for us, what 
« we are not yeradmirted ro the Knowledg of, 
this quier us notwithſtanding our remaining Darkneb3 
Ve are goingto the World of Light. 

However, in the mean time ler us rake care thar we 
be noc_ guilty of any will/ul affecied Igrorance itt thi 
Matter, Letnor Sloth prevent, nor preſumpruous G 
rioficy pervert our Enquiries about it, Labour afrers 
diſtin& and clear a Knowledg of Heaven as you cat 
bur be ſure to keep cloſe to the Rule, | 

It ſeems plain from Scripture, (asalfo from the Ns 
rure of the thing) that the Heavenly Feliciry confilt 
"mainly in, or reſulrs from rwo things. t 

1. A perfe& fitneſs for the enjoyment of the gloth 

ous blefſed God. | -g 


2. The atual enjoyment of him, 
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| el ot blefſed 
Scate, and therefore to be principally conſidered : Tho 
there are alſocercain 2adjunits and circumſtances of this 
'Blefſednefs, which muſt nor be wholly paſſed by ; bur 
of theſe afrerwards, We will begin with the orher. 

7. A perfe& fimeſs for the enjoyment of God. The 

V Jl faculties of the Soul ſhall be refined, ſtrengthned, cr» 
| ye Jarged, repleniſh'd tothe urmoſt of their Capacities, 
One with fulneſs of Divine Grace, and therein confirmed, 

= and ſettled paſt all danger of revolt or decay ; and 
therefore compleatly fired . (ſubjeRiyely) for Evere 
laſting Communion with the blefſed God, their objec. 
tive Happineſs, Portion, ALL. As 4d@ion and Fruition 
prefuppoſe Being and Nature, fo the perfetjon of the 
former is neceſſary to thar of the /atter. The beſt of Men, 
while here below, have great remainders of fintul 
Weakneſs, allrheir Graces are enfeebled by a contrary 
principle of Corruption dwelling in them. Hence it 
15, that the workings of their Souls towards God are 
ſo weak and languid, and the Joys of Communion 
with him ſo often interrupted and obſcured:, Bur in 
Heaven it will not be ſo, There we ſhall have Strength MP 
' withour Weakneſs, - Light withour Darkneſs, Love "4 
= withour any remaining Averſion, Andchen'tisno won- "42 
der that we ſhall have Joy wirhour Sorrow. 

I know that ſomeare ignorant and vain enough to 
talk of a finleſs PerfeRtijon here on Earth : And once E 
t We mer with one who had the Face. to tellme, thar (were 

mn ic not for a little Paſſion) for ought he knew, he was 

"= perfe&t. I preſently ask'd him, wherher he thoughrhe 
loved God, as well as he dught to love him? This pur 
him to a ſtand, or rather made him go back from his 
former Afertion. Alas, how little do ſuch Men know of - + 2 
" their own Hearts, or of the Laticude and Exrent of - 2% 
the Divine Law! _Pſal. 119. 96. Thy Commandment is ex« 25 
ceeding broad. | —_ 
PW. bo nds _ oe we, has recorded: - --- 
the imperfeRions of the People God, event to. - 2 
thoſe particulars wherein they were moſt cmjtigns.).” .,” 
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Thas Namb. 12. 3. 7h Man "Moſes was very mech, | 
bore all the Men which were upon the Face” of the Earth 
Yer we read, Pſal. 106.33. Thar bi Spirit was ſo pro 
vohed, that be (pale wnadviſealy with hu Lips. | Tuſos 
much rhat for this reaſon he was nor pertnitred to pg 
imo the promiſed Land, - Dext. 32. $1, 52. I mention 
not, how that when his anger was hot, he broke the 
Tabks of Scone, written wich the Finger of God, 
Erzad. 32. 19. becauſe *cis likely that was done by pe. 
cuhar Divine Inſtin&, - ro ſhew char rebellious People 
how unworchy they were of fo great a Blefling : And 
how well they themſelves deſerved ro be broken in 

I and urccerly caſt «ﬀ. : 

Of Fob *cis laid ingeneral, Chap. 2. 3. Tot there was 
zone libe Fim inthe Earth, a perfett and apright Man, %c, 
and parricularly Jam. 5. 11. Te have heard of the Patis 
exce of Job. And have we nor heard of his Impati- 
ence roo? Chap. 3. when he curſed his Day, e&*c- 

How renowned was So/omon for Wiſdom | Who yer 
commirted great Folly in Tſrae!, even in his Old Age, 48 


x1 Kings tt. 4, Kc. o 
How remarkably forward and zealous for Chriſt do Mt © 
we find Petrrro have becn uptbn many occaſtons! yer - 
pirifulſy baffled by two filly Maids one after another, WM 2 
& rhe denial of his Maſter, at. 26. 69, 71. ic 
Thus you ſee how many ſtrong Ones have fallen, and 
been wounded, even in thoſe parrs where their greareſt M © 
Sirengeh Jay. Is it nor then the heiphth of Madneſs Mt 
(or Famticiſm) ro talk cf univerlal Sinle's perte&ion py 


on this fide Heavea ? *] 

Surely the moſt able experienc'd Chriftians ſpeak at If ;, 
another rare. Phil, 3, 12. Not 2s thaThad alreadyat- MW 
tanned, vither were ciready perfſeft, So x Joh; 1.8, If 
we ſay we hav? no Sin, we deceive our ſeizes, and the” 
trath i mot 3 145, 

Bur if once we per ſafe to Heaven, we ſhall fin no 
Tore : Grace will cthendbe grown up*to irs full mary; i- 
cy 3 and ſhall never be weakened by any contrary Prin»? 
caple more, Tiere are the Sjirits of juſt Min madly; 
: © 7 prrjert 1 
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dull TraZtivity, and lif ro ſpirirual work. Paad is 
nor there crying our (a3 he doth in that forrowiul, 
yer comforaable Chap:er. Rom. 7.)- Me nijerum ! 0 
wrttched Manthat Tam! &c. The good that T waald, E 
ao not; ——1 an carnal, jo!d under Sit, ——— Sin dweh- 
eth in me, Evil is preſent with me, ——&c. No, 
1:0, there's no room for any of. this' there. 

All choc Ciouds of Dorkms and Confuſion where- 
with our Minds are ſo' over-ſhadowed in this preſent 
State, will then be quite diffipated and gone. 5 

The remnants of our Diſaffedtion an Coiey agans 
God, which are now "= matter or occaſion of our 
_-Wmoſt grievous and pier&ng Complaints, will thenbe 
p. perfectly maſtered, and wrought our. 
= All theſe Diſtempers will be cured, which muſt needs 
cauſe {o great a Pleaſure, as none can have a full no- 


l- tion of bur they who feel and poſſeſs ir. * 
bo Then ſhall we find in our ſelves a fulnefs of Spirt- ; 
e ru] Life, Scrength, and Vigour; then ſhall we be ſar- 

> 


rounded with the glorious Light of a perie& Day; 
o  cbenſball we be perteGtly reconciled to the Love of the 
-c Fol y Soul-ſaristying Obje, No wonder that Sorrow 
""& and Sighing are over, when Sin and all the curſed EE- 
'>-W teRs of ir, which occaſioned them, are done away. 
q How great things are ſpoken of the firſt rudy 
+ Wy 2nd imperfect beginnings of this bleſſed Scace, in thar 
work of Grace which leads to it. The truly Godly even 
1a his Life are al! glorious within, Pfal. 45. 13. Chen- 
3 ped from Glory to Glory, 2 Cor. 3.18. PaMakers of the 
Wh Pie Nature, 2 Per. 1,4. Thustrue Graceis Gl 
"WÞ begun in rhe Soul: And the Relation which it bears ro 
f W the Heavenly Perfeltion, to which it is rending, purs 
& an high value uPon ir. How much more valuablethen 
F muſt thar PerfeRion it felt be! If che new Creature 
in its preſent Infant-State- be ſo aimable, what will ir * 
he when we come. to perfe&t Manhood, when we -=Y 
(hall arriveto the higheſt pirchof Excellency whereof F 
| our Nacures-are capable 3 even ſo high as tobecom- 
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d almoſt forgor to mention thar our Bodies ſly 
be raiſed, ſpiritualized, and made lihe mito Chriſt's glaj 
ous Body. As to which I fhall only fay, that ſural 
Obje& will not be wanting to the Organs or Powe 
wherewith they ſhall be endued, : 

Finally, tho ir will remain true toal! Erernicy, thi 
we were once Sinners, yet twill be as true, thaty 
are pardoned and reconciled through Chriſt, and rher 
fore that the Guilrof our Sins ſhall never ſeparace by 
tween us and our God, * or make us unfir for Commy 
nion with him any more. 4D 

2- The aRtual Enjoyment Gecd, This it 15 whig 
muſt compleart the Happineſs of the Soul; foy this © 
It was prepared by Grace, and advanced to that hj 
Perfe&ion in Glory, whereof we have been ſpeakin 
viz, that irmight perfefly enjoy the moſt glorioi 
perfeft God. | ; 

' Under this Hezd there are rwo things which muſt! 
&diſtinflly confidered, cho they cannot be really di 
vided. - 
\ 2, The lively aRings of the Soul towards God. 
2-: Its conſtant reception of Communications frot 


im. 

x. All the Faculties and Powers of the perfeRtei 
Soul ſhall be taken up with God, a&ing rowardy hin 
terminating upon him, reſting in him. "4 
_ The Unizr/tanding ſhall be employ'd in contempl; 
ting rhe [glorious Excellencies of the Divine Nature 
His Power, Wiſdom, Gocaniſs, his Truth and Faithjak 
22ſs, his gorious Holineſs, that Attribute of Attriburg 
(as onecalls ir) which runs as it were move all tht 
reſt, and caſts a Glory upon every on& Exod. 16. 14 
Glorious in Holineſs; his awful Majeſtick Sowtraignty, 
&c., all theſe will then appear to open view. - -*Twert 
ealy to enlarge upon each of theſe, and: "ris fix ye 
Gould doo ; ler me help you alurle, #3 

dis Power) by which he madethe Workd, fixetche 


PT 


EE $75 
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vr hanged it upon nothing, poiſed by irs own v eight 
bounds ro the proud waves. of the Sca, and re- 
trained rhe nadir Rage of the rumukuous Peoph 
ca, that Power whereby he firſt drew them uato 
riſt, and made _ willing in the Day of their 
ſpouſals with him ; Even that exceeding greatneſs of 
his Power, according ta the working of the might of his 
Power, Epheſ. 1. 19. and by which they have been 
cept through Faichunto Salvation, 

HisWiſdom) that appears *ſo eminently in the Otder 
nd Harmony of all his Works: And particularly which 
rained and contrived the wonderful Defign of our B.e- 
demprion by Jeſus Chri® This manifold Wiſdom of 
God which the Angels defire ro look inco, will then - 
hine forch conſpicuouſly to the raviſhing of all the Be- 
olders, eſpecially thoſe who have ſhared moſt deeply 
n the bleſſed Effedts of it. 

Hits Goodneſs) an —_—_— which he delights to ho- 
our. Thus when Moſes prays, Exod. 33, 18. Tbe- 
UW ch thee ſhew me thy Glory : verſ, 19, He ſaid, I will 
make all my Goodneſs paſs before thee, 8c, Thus we read 
of the Riches of bis Goodneſs, Rom. 2.4. And that none 
2s good ſave one, that is God,. Luk. 18, 19. O howlove» 
ly and attrattive will the Divine Goodneſs appear ta 

inallthe various Aſpeas, and Manifeſtarions of ir, 
when we come to Heaven! Verily, if there could be a- 
ny room for Grief in thoſe Regions of Blefledneſs, it 

uft certainly ariſe from rhe remembrance of the ma- 
ny Affronrs and Indignitics which we had formerly pur 
uponthis bleſſed Attribute, by lighting, undervaluing, 
dr 'entercaining mean, low, narrow thoughts of it, 
&c.. But here, as Gootneſs will triumph in overlooki 
the Conremprs Which have been pur upon ir, ſo ir wi 
or ſuffer us to difſquiet our ſelves about them. 

The Glory of bis Truth and Faithfulneſs will appear, 
in the fulfilling of thoſe exceeding great and precious 
Promifes which he made, The True and Faithful God + 
And particularly in this, tharhe rever ſuffered us to be 
Te” _ 
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1 rhis be admired, when weare-goc fafe our of 
reach of all Temptavions ? 3 S 


F 

The Excellency of Holineſs will then be known : 

. thar Holy Place: and the Divine Majeſty for ever 

dored by his holy Ones. BurI muſt nor ſtay co enlanif ; 

'upon theſe, I have ſhewed you the way, exerali p 

own Thonghts, 2nd you cannor want Marralff 1, 

Only fee thar your Hearrs be ſutably affeted as yulſ# 7 
on ; Dy 


Thus the Eyes of our Underſtandings being openeli .; 
firengthned,, enlarged, fhall for ever feed 7 ho i * 
Divine Glory. Fatth will be rurned intro Viſton, will... 
ſhall wa'k by ſighr. _ Mc 

Stop here a little, and confider what you have be. 
reading, —- How pleaſant a thing is knowledg to tylyty; 
Sov!, tho ir be but har of inferior Obje4s ? Bur how 
muck more dclizj::fui will ir be ro know him, who 
the Founcain of Being, the Cauſe of Cauſes, the Spriniih. 

of Ation, the Source and Original of all Perfetioc 
theeverl fling k A {? What iS all other RnowledgWc1, 
compared ro chis ? Then ſhall the Lye be ſarisfied wilMiye 
ſeeing 3 and our Joy (nor Sorrow) encreafed by « 
Knowled | | 


g. 
Whar we know of God in our preſent-ftate, is r * 
tonothing in compariſon of what we ſhall chez knonWng 
We now ſee bur dark!y, as in a Glaſs 3 our Thoughts Who 
God are weak, confuſed, and childiſh, as the Apoſfi J 
ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 13. 11, 12. But when that which WW;; 
perfe& is come, theſe childiſh things muſt be pur away, 7 
and a more poble manly Knowledg ſucceed in theo; 
. Faom. A fighe of his Back-parts is now no ſmall Pi ol) 
vilege, bur his Face ſhall then be ſeen. Exod. 33. 2$Me © 
| Moreover, our Knowledg ſhall be transforming, olfMan, 
Eye ball affe& our Hearts, or (as a-Learned Man eine 
preſſerh jv) we ſhall look our ſelyes into his Likenel,, 
Plal. 17. 15. I will bebold thy Face——1 ſhall be ſatis 
with thy Likeneſs. 1 Joh, 3. 2, We fball be like bl 
for we ſhall ſee him as be 6, Se ; 
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Ee 5 3. doh a 
al this; you "defire ro know wh 

ediarcly' behold rhe pure Effence of God: 
T arifwer; ftay till you come thithert”* *ris cerrain thar 
we ſhall ſee him'in his wonderful Works, we ſhall ſee 
him in our glorified Head, Who is the brigbtneſs of his 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon. Heb. 1. 3. 


As Bur as for the very Effence of God, whether we ſhall 


behold tliar, I cannot tell; but for many Reaſons 
ſtrongly incline to the Negarive. | 

Our Wilks ſhall for ever cleave unto God as the moſt 
amiable perfe& Good ix himſelf, and the moſt ſutable 
Good for #s: And, as ſuch, we ſhall love him, and 
reft in him with'the higheſt Delight ad Camaeency. 
Our Hearts will be entirely and unchangably and 


determined for God : There will be no 1dolatrous ,di- 
iding of them'berween Him and the Creature. We 
ſhall love him with a full and perfe& Freedom of Spirit, 
and yer be ſwcerly conſtrained therero by an happy 
lecefliry. Ir will then be as eaſy (and infinitely 


ore pleaſant) to love him, as now it 1s to love out 
elves, our own'Felicity, or our deareſt Friends. To 
ive with him, and in-him, will be our very Element. 
o breath is nor more nacural here on Earth, than to 
ove God will be in Heaven, Indeed nothing elſe wifl 
here be valucd- (no not our own ſelves) but in him, 
nd for him. Then will the rich and mighty Senſe of 
hoſe glorions words be felt, and therefore underſtood, 
Joh. 4. 16. God is LOVE; and bt that awellethin 
ove, dwelleth in God, and God in him, Then ſhall we 
e filled with all the Fulneſs.of God, Eph. 3. 19. . The 


t nore we love him, the more we ſhallenjoy him. _This 


oly Love is the end of Viſion. and therefore rather to 


Wc called Beatifick rhan it; ' The AAs of the Under- 
| m_ are in order to thoſe of the Will, and the Di- 


ine Glory in the compleat Bicſſedneſs of his Holy 


nes che End of hoth. 


'Tis the Saying of a great Divine { Mr. Bexter] 
You are deceiycd, if you think that any one Notion 
ee” Na RS Lon 
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ond = more royou'of ; ine nd of your 

-. 6 mace End, than the LOVE of 60 Dt. 

Then will the weary Soul be arreſt, EE 
diſturbed, wich-fruirle6 Defires and / enearaty t i, 
things which cannor-profic: -It hath now found ji 
Cenrter;” no more 'of broken Ciſterns, 'ris- got to th 


Fountain of living Waters: Ir cannow gl I am at eaſii Re 
F have enough, I have all, | 
" Tf all Love bave (or rather) Complacency < - 
Delighr in the very nature of ir, as Sr.. Auguſtine, an 
many others afrer him obſerve. O how: | a 
it be, perieRly tolove, ſoperteR, ſo glorious an Oth 
je&! The God of Love fic us for it : The more we low 0, 
him, rhe nearer. are we to Heaven: 'Be-ſure you wiv 
member that, or elſe | loſemy _ ye your Souloior 4 
As for the vital Power of the Soul, that aleWur 
both in the workings of the Underſtanding and W 
and makes them /vely and vigorous ; and will bee n 
ready to yield obedience to the Divine: Pleaſure, e 
thing of Du:y will be con-narural co ir. 'Y 
2. The perfetted Soul ſhall receive everlaſting Ioly 
ences and Communications from-God: Its moſt en 
| 4m ſhall be compleatly filled. As in tho | 
formarion of the new Creature, -we'arc firſt a/iahey 
by the Grace and Power of God, and then a& rowar We | 
him, andby ſo ating, are fitted toreceive more frogſÞ20! 
him: ſo will ir be when we come to Heaven. : arc 
glorious 'perfeRed Soul is a Creature ſtill ; and they h 
fore holds irs ALL, in full deperidence upon irs: Gali, As 
iroffers nothing ro him bur what: it hath firit receivh*- 
from him. He 1s the A!pha and Omega, the Beginnight Tt 
and the End, the Firſt and the Laſt; the: Fountain! 6 
that Bleſſed LIFE by which ir lives: Inhis LIGM 
ir ſecs Light, and ' by che conrigual effuſions of WR*7c0 
LOVE. ſhed abroad: upan jr, tis conſtrained; to þ alſo 
0n 
the 
The 


him; His mighty Hand enables i ir to-bear this weig 

of Glory ; the Light wherein ic rejoyceth is that of 
Councenarce, .and his attraRive/Love determines it £2 | 
hinſelf :' [r owns him inall, and is eycr wrapt - p 
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mt Ws O Lord, not unto #s, but unto thy Name give 


| Sach are the Exerciſes, ſach the  Fruitions of thoſe 
dlefſed Souls, who bave w 

; white in the hn 
Such is 


tha a fig wy among them 

warh & =b BEER SOON by in- 
; ſweer, vica , they are hnown 

him, beloved by him, and that he lives in them. 

As for the Adjunds, and concurrent 

bc. of this bleſſed Srace, I ſhall only ſay, 

The Plact is gloriows. The Throne of the Eternal God | 
I. Thys ſaito the Lord, The Heaven is my Thronts 
DE Mediatour, Rev. 3e 21. To him that 0» 

"6m will I grant to fit with nie in ty Throne, even as 

= and an (it down with ale nei 
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veſs ſhall be Fr 
willT make a Pillar ta the Temple of my God, | and HE 
SHALL G.0' NO MORE OUT. © ble 
Words! and thrice blefſed Stare! Happy they that arg 
ſafe hnided ;gall dangers are oyer with rhem for eve 
I cannor name ir withour tea: of miſſing ir, yer I ha 
Hope. The Lord torgive the Remitangs of Unbelit 
Faintneſs, -and Impatience,” that are in us: We wou'l 
needs have the Crown without overcoming: ' God heh 
us patiently to wait, ard quietly to truſt our Almigh 
ty,” A-wiſe, and moſt gracious Guide. Thou ſhalt 
guide me with thy Co:mſel, "and afterward veceive me 
Glory, Pal. 753. 24. If any Man ſerve me, let bim {@ 
low me; and where I am, © there ſhall alſo my Servant Wl 
if any Man ſerve me, him will my Father bonour.  Jokl 
12. 26, Theretore let us xr be ſlothſul, bxt Follow 
of them, who through Faith and Patience inberit the PM 
piiſes, Heb. 6. 12, ! be. 
Thus F have given you a poor, weak, imperfe? 
Account of the Heavenly Felicity :; Nevertheleſs from 
-whar hath been ſaid, *cis eaſy to infer, hd&w-urrerly un 
fir rhe beſt of us were, (and all unregenerare Perſonl 
ftillare) by Natire for this blefſed Srate 3 nor willi 


« ; Wo c 
be amiſs to make ſome enquiry, haw the Narured 


Man came'to be ſo corrupted, and i!l-diſpoſed ro 
Svpreme Happineſs, and U'timare End ? Of borh thek 
briefly, becauſe ir will prepare you to underſtand what 
15 ro come atrer. | v 

r. *Tis manifeſt that unregenerate Perſons, as ſith 
and rherefore all of chem.are utcerly unfic for Heayal 
This is a moſt evident Trurh; he thar” runs may ra 
Ir: Even they themſelves mighe cafily diſcern ir, wet 


they not blinded, and befooled by their Luſts. Oni" 


would think icſhould nor (T am ſure ic ouphe not) 4 
ſcape their Notice, how'ayerfe their Hearts are fral 
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Shatd Which ehiey, pretend to defire-under char Nagy. # 
Carnal they are, and therefore ſayour not the things of 
che Spirit. -- The Spiric of their Minds 1s i»wardly: and © 
deeply difaffefted towards God, Enmity (even in the 
Abſtra) againſt him 3 alienated from him ; no Pulſe; 

8 00 Breathing, no Tendency cowards him 3 they-care 

no: for coming near-him, bur gladly would (if they 

knew how). ſecure themſelves from him. Their 

88 Thoughts an4 Aﬀe&ions are cake! up with other O:- 
jets 5 their Time and Strength are laid ourin pamper- 
ing, and caring for that Fleſh which they carry to 
and fro with them 5 and therefore they love the World 
as affording ſurable Provifion for it : Bur the Tove of the 
Farher is not in them. Tus their Way is their Folly ; yet 
their Poſttrity approve their Sayings. Plal.-49. 13. 

And now, judg ye, whether ſuch Perſons be fir for 
the Heavenly Srate or no, review the Deſcription which 
hath been givenof* it. What! Shall Men imagin them- 

a clves meet for the Enjoyment of God, fo long as they 

AFhace him, 1nduſtriouſly exclude him from their . 

all Thought: ; - avoid all Acquaintance with him, prefer 

onffi*b< moſt empry Trifles before him, perſiſt in wilful 

WM Rebellion againſt kim? How ſhould this be ?? Art how 
vaſt a diftance areſuch Men from Happineſs! «& Cer- 

WF tainly (as one ſays) rhe Notion and Nature of Blef- 
<< ſedneis muſt be changed, orelfe the Temper of their 
M*<< Spirirs; either they muſt have new Hearts created,or 
48 anew Heaven if ever they be happy. . 

W 2. Let us enquire a little how the Nature of 'Man 
*Fcame to be fo depraved and unfit for irs Happineſs and 
aWEnd. Certain weare that from the beginning it was 
anotlo. God made Man upright : but he quickly loſt 

115 Integrity, by with-drawitg himſelf from his dear 

——cpcndance' por, and Subjection to his Maker; he 

ould needs have his Concerns -in his own Hands, and 

WÞ< at his owii diſgoſal: Thus he ſought our many Ib- 

<F" <nrions, changed his ulrimace Endgy fell from God © 

eff tumſclh,- ang PS nd wnha; 
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Wrat ing oxt of an uncles ua 
Parents could not tranſmit to their Poſte iy 

that Holineſs and Puricy of Narure, eventhatH 
Image of God which they had loſt themſclyes. There 
fore we are eſtranged from God even from the wonk 
. fhepis in Iriquity, and conceived in Sin: And for th 
reaſon not fir for the Heavenly nt cill we have is 
ceived anew Narure, 4, e. till we be wronght for t b 
fe ame thing. E; 
\neceflary ir is Eng fem 6 upon 


CHAP. II. 


A further Enquiry into the Nature d| 
#hat great Change, whereby the So 
for Hemen, are wrought and prepared 

Flewven. 
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igeſt this well, form as diſtin&a conception of ir 
as thbu canſt. And then put the Queſtion to thy own 
Reaſon: Whar kind of preparation ſeems to 
fit a Man for ſuch an Reppin as this ? Andeſpecially 
ask thy ſelf, how ſhould a Man's Heart be diſpoſed and 
Aﬀe&ed towards God in this World, tharhemay be 
. qualified for perfe& Happineſs, and reſt in theEnjoy- 
ment of God 1n a better World ? Think wellhow thou 
wouldſt anſwer . this Queſtion, as if it were for thy 
Life 3 yea know that the Lifcof thy Soul is concerned 
in ic. | | 
"This (by God's Blefling) will prepare thee to un- 
Pdf believe, what I am abour to offer tothee. 
- Burif thou wilt not exerciſe thy Reaſon as a Mar, 
T expe& not thou ſhould'ſt become a ſincere Chriſtian : 
For lerme tell thee, ſerious Godlineſs, or.true Chri- 
ſtianiry, is che moſt rational manly thing in the World. 


And now I procecd to the Point, in the following 
method. ; 
| 


I. I will ſer before you ſome general Account of the 
Nature of this great Change. 

TI, T will endeavour to fhewy you more di -che 
ſeveral ſteps whereby this bleſſed Work 1s begun, - 
carried on, and perfe&ed 1n'the Soul. - 


As for thefirſt of theſe, in general, you may obſerve” 12 
an folliowpe. -: «46-86 2 
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16, 19,38. Wafh ye, make you clean,_ put away the Euil 
of your doings: — ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do wells 
—— Come now, and let us reaſon together, faith th 
LORD. Erck. 33. 11. As T live, ſaith the Lo'd Gody 
T have no Pleaſure in the death of the wicked; — turn yet 
ye, why will ye die,” O Sirs, ye muſt rurn, or die. 
your Idols muſt be renqunced,eſpecially carnal SE L Fg 
co which the reſt are ſubſervient., Whatever ſtands 
In Competition or Contrariety to God, ſo far as it doth 
fo, muſt be rejeted wich the greatefi Abhorrence and: 
-Dereſtation, thar you may cleave ertirely rohim. | 
. They that are far from God, ſhall periſh, Pſal. 73. 25: £1 
You muſt be brought near co him, or elſe you cannots 
Poſlbly eſcape : none bur he can ſatisfy the vaſt Deſires 
of your Souls ; how then ſhould ye he happy while ye 
affeR a diſtance from him : *'Tis a perfe& ContradiCti- 
ON, a5 ſhall be ſhewn in its proper place. 
All our Faculties and Powers muſt be wronght upon, 
or influenced by this great Change. X | 
xr. The Soul is naturally a vital aire Subſtance, as 
appears by. the Vigour and Sprightlineſs of irs Mori; 
ONS: Ow che beſt Philoſophy ſuppoſerh thar ir is nevR 
out of aQion. Bur what then? Towards God 'tis 
anafiine, flupid, drad. And therefore it maſt be 26 
x:d by the ſame Power, whichraiſcd up Jeſus Chriſt 
from the dead, Epbiſe t. 19, 20, Cb.2, I,4 5; 6 BY 
4 | _ 
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© ital Faculty of th 
n —_— corrobora- 
othertwo, viz. The Underſtanding and Will; tho theſe 
are commonly. moſt raken notice. of;.. it is aneſfſential 
Power or Virrue of the Soul, as well as they. Ir ſuſci- 
tares them to ation, and communicates Life and Vi- 
gour to them (af intra; as it execates the Com- 
mands of the Will, direteg by the Underſtanding 
(adextra: ) The former. fort of theſe As lying deep + 
and inward are leſs obſerved, (and by many ſeareear” 
all) che larcer (viz. the Executive Ads}; are mb 
pen and diſcernable, : i. 54,06 | 
Thereforethis vical a&tive Power muſt be wranghtto 
an holy Vivacity or Liyelineſs for God, that we may 
| move rowards him, and for him, readily, with Promp- 
tirude and Quicknefs of Spirit: And not be Lazy or 
Liſtles to Dury ; ſtrongly, with holy Fortitude and 
Vigour, and nor be formal, lifeleſs, or indifferent in 
Duty. Whata Shame is it that Men ſhould pretend ro 
have Heaven in their Eye, and yer ſtand ſtill, or move 
ſoflowly, as if they cared not whether ever they got 
thither or no? conſtantly, with an holy Steadfaſineſs, 
not diſcouraged by difficulties thar ariſe inthe way, 


& nor fainting, nor weary of well doing. 


'2. The Soul is narurally an Intel/igent Being, ca- 
pable of enquiring after Truth, yea, and ſtrongly ens 
Clined ſo to do. All Menare detirous of Knowledg, in 
one kind or. other 3 ſome vehemently ſer upon it, "and 
very induſtrious and eager in their Purſuirs afrer it; 
they compals Sea and. ro attain ir, and highly va- 
lug chemſelyes ypon it, _.. Buz 
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Fand Prins ro kw that: onde It 
y Perfons EO 


concerned ; yea 
ſo long under the | Means- of Knowledg, tharir m 


be expeRted they ſhould be able to == 
yer are themſelves fo dulh, that + hve nee 0 
he again which be the fri Principles of the 0 


cles Heb. 5.11, 12. oy there are, wh 
have, indeed, a Form of Knowledg, Ram. 2. o 0 
ie may be a Form of Godlineſs too} bur not Þ 
Y tech ir: on ſuperficial Norions floating in t 
nor a little puffd up: with the 
Trions, they know nothing as they ought'to. kno > 
. Some Acquainrance they have with Words or Signs, bl 
arc Arangers ro the Things ſignified by them. 


know nor rhe truth as iris in Jeſus, to ting purring 


of the Old Man. Epheſ. 4. 21, 22. ecmt 
have learned a grear Meal extenſruely, but bes Len 

have learn'd nothing. The Arcicles of their pre _ 
Creed, arenor in cheir Faith, unleſs dreaming mig 
paſs for believing, Ifa. 53. 1. Who bath belitved 0 


Report ? 2: Cor. 2: 14. The natural Man vectivith xot th 


8hings of the Spirit of God, 8c. oy FEE they ſee nat; 
neither do they underſtand. Mat. 1 

- Thus the State of Unr eneracy Þ + Stare of Dark: 
neſs evenſpeh Þs might felr, were they not. pal 
Ke ro nor only in the Dark, bur the 


_— Doria x wal s. 8. An Jnpers Maſs of co 


' Blo:ared Dar 3 as one exprefies jr, 
| Bur when jc Jeafcth God by tht Power of his Gear 
to work ſavingly upon a Soul, h&cauſerh his Light 40 
ſia our of Darkneſs, IP hang AC TC INALlYg 
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ſanding, the 
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s wid 


Thus Divine: Light breaks in upon "the Under- 

ry-ſpring from an high viſits ir, The 

is renewed 'in Knowledg. Col. 3. to. Turt- 

ng unto God: is a rational intelligen AR, ſincere 


'b I pic 1 MOVYesS not blindly, Bur that brings me ro 


jother Head. bo 
in point in this r Change is yer behind, 
Ficarion of the Will: This 5, the acyl: 


which ſtands it our the-] ainfſt God ; -beir 
£4 —_ Are 


moſt wickedlyaverſe cherefore hardli- 
eſt brought ro yield co the Importuniries of his Grace. 
Ye will not come to mt, that ye might have Life. How 
oftes would T bave gathered thy Children together, even as 
# Hen gathtreth ber Chickens under ber Wings, and yt would 
not 1 Mar. 23. 37. My People would not hearken to my 
Voice : And iſrach would none of me. 

'Tis inthis unwillingneſs thac their Impotency doth 
mainly confiſt, they cannor find intheir Hearrs to com- 
ply. O whar deep Convictions, what Fears and Ter- 
rours, what Pangs and Throws, what yvehement Strug- . 
lings do ſome undergo before they yield! And- ſome 
who never yield ar all! Their faint Tuclinations tothar 
which is good, are over-powered by a tiore ſtrong A- 


. verſion; thus the rebellious Will of Man ſtands it our 


againſt rhe'Law and Grace of God. *'Tis a far cafier 
marter to convince Men's Underftandings, of che rea» 


 ſoaghlcar# andunertſy of curving to God, chanks, 
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Js y-exprefſive, Plal, 3 
28. WHOM HAVE 1 1N HEAVEN. but Tot 
&c. Whenthis is done, 'then is che Heafe of the Off 
' Man broken, then the Soul ſtands no longer-at ſuch 
unkind diſtance from God as it did before. _ Bur dei 
begorten.of him, hath an ingenious Child-like Aﬀe 
tion torrards him. O my God, I can refiſt no longer 
rhou arc ſtronger than I, and haſt prevailed 3 thy Loy 

; ©vercome me, viRorious Grace Fas got the da 
Other Lords, be(des thee, have bad Dominion over mts 
Rat by Thee only will 1, mabe mention of thy Name. it 
26.13. Thus they cry, Abba, Father, and feel at lengily 
how pool it 15 fo draw narto God. Plal. 73. 28. © 

Inthis tr is that true Gracey Holineſs, or r:al God 
neſs dorh_ principally conſiſt; ' Namely in ſuch an in 
clination of the Will rowards God z it 15 the giving our: 

Hearrs' ro him which before were moſt unreaſonably: 
and wickedly alicnared from him. *Tis this which he; 
dorh eſpecially call for, infſt upon, and expe& from 
us; chtshe fers moſt by, and withour ic will nor accept 
of any thing elſe rthac we can offers Prov. 23: 26, 
Hy Sox, give metnine Heart, This 3s more than a'l wholt 
Burnt-off: rings and Sacrifices, Mark. 12. 33. Thus the 
wandering Soul is brought back to its proper Center 
and Reſt. | 

"Tis an honeſt Friendly good-narured Diſpoſirion of. 

Hearr God- wards, always tempered with dutiful Reve- 

rence to fo adorable a Majeſty 3 who needeth nor Gich 

poor filly Worms as we, but will be gracious to W108 
he will be grario!s, ' and Till ſhew Mercy on whom } te will 
ſtew Atrcy, Exod, 33, 19, Thus the &<fign of the 

; | Goſpel 
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4 an what may we | gt 
ſuch a Father ? Nothing Nl he 
rhirm to give, or. for us ro receive. - 
rho aft cues with me, and all that Thave 
il oveat-God to his. People (as oneob- nod 
ſerves) yup ok oyerſer, ir knows no difficulties, bY 
The greater the Performance or Vouchſafement, the * "2 
more zrabh ex Divine Love. 4 
"Apaity ae 5 grear Change is an opening of our Hearts 
romardsGod, vhich before were ſhy, rela wow 
| ſhur-up againſt him, - Tho they were/always his 
[ 577 nor tillnow by Conſent 3 before, he 
(jas.ad rem). aright to them ; now, he hath (fieure) 
an. aQual [Incereſt in them, and: Non "he hag 
The Ever!aſting Doors are now opened, r 
of Glory. is entered in. Pſal, 24. Thus we give-unty 
God the things that are God's. 
How ſhall .} make ir plainer ? 'Tis a ſincere, deep, 
inward, hearty, an rh rohim, who is 
'and Grodneſs it ſelt, This 4s. the Life and Subſtance of 
all_rrue, Religion, the fulfilling of the Law in one 
= Word, LOVE. Without this thou haſt only he 
x ſhadow of Holineſs, bur really arc nothing, . 1 Cor. 
I 
6. he Truth is, the will i is the firſt Subjeft of moral N 
ut Good and Evil; 'Tis turned from God by Sin, yeaand 18. 
'W feragainſt him. Grace reducethand reconcites ir to him "'H 
TH again ; fothat the tendencies of the renewed Soulare 
towards God, that ir may know him more, © love and bi. 
of. ſerve him berter, be brought yer nearer tohim3+and Pb 
—H more fully conformed ro his Will,. Jt derefts all - 
h thoughts of Happineſs in which the Enjoyment of God 
" FF is nocincluded; - or rather which'is not wholly includ; 
if cd-in'thar Enjoyment. ©. He fays, unto, roy tg, 


6 £ Thou art my God, I caunor take up with any 
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© I knew in ſome meaſure ong find 
& God could makeme com 
& heard of this by che hearing of the Ear, bur noy 
« kyow itbetter, mine Rye ſees ir, I findgnd feel this 
<« my Soul is otherwiſe affefted cowards thee thani 
«© was: ; i 
.  Flipsthe Paſlige berwixt the Head and 
chus the Will is derermined for 
Wop Truths which before only hovered in he B 
ination, fink down, work into the very So 
Rood large poo ki 
have ewhat large upon this H bur af \ 
Kirde ene enough to make unregenerate Perſons. ton tz ; 
—_ es oo cho ſtill they pretend co love God. Bf 


: eh The ſenſitive Paſſions or. AﬀeGtions muſt Ho } 

= ified, - hy Vl) ante 61k ſuperior F. aig 

{perks e Will ubſervienm to then, i 

order t ores reat Ends of Holineſs or Religion. -7 

5, they an be devoted unto God, exerciſed upch 

| Fo and for him. The rational and 'ſenſirive A 

are ſo nearly connexed, at leaſt in this Lif bac 

Ads of the ſormer (fo far as we perceive 

ways cake in fornewhat of the lattey, and are rom 
monly deſcribed accordii 

"AﬀeRions are ofc-tithes at 


os , of means, to awaken and excite opr Reeſe ol 
won ey .and therefore i vreat 
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< on by Ef ficicagh 6 and inviſible Ob- 
29s Fi arE-Hear us, &c. and 


Jo | , and very uncertain r00,as depend- 

ive much ypc Conflirution of the Body, &c. 
A needs lay, on ne Peron Joe 

Aﬀe&ions move ſenfib! apely couent 
echings,bue ſcarce ſtir'ar "apt. and pe. 
jeas, are certainly ina weak and. languid Seate of | 
Soul, if not quite dead. 
If we be jndeed riſen with Chriſt; eds 25w6 
ought, ſo we ſhall, in ſome meaſure, - 
ons on things above, Col. 3, 1, 2, If ie Will be pre. 
dominantly for God, "tis-nor ro/be ſuppoſed burchar 
eAfcaing wil in ſomedegree g 0 along _—— and 
if chey move bur ſlow! \ ill be marrer of Grief, and 
will purus upon carneſl $ Strivings to raiſe them toabet- 
ter Frame. 
. "Tis paſt doubt that true Grace tends in its own 
Nature to heal all the Diſeaſes of the Son), to reftify 
allits Faculcies and Powers, - and fo the Paſſions 
AﬀcRions amongſt the reſt: Thatis, torake they. 
from wrong Objets, to moderate their Excelles, to, 
turn chem incoa righr Channel 3 norare theſe tenden» 
cies fruitleſs, the Effe& is, in part accompliſhr. So 
farasthis great Change takes place and prevails in the 
Soul,-the: AﬀeRions of Lowe, Deſire, Foy, Delight, 
Hatred, Sorrow, Fear, .and thereſt, wi emoriog to: 
wards their Objcas and. Ends. We ſhall 
and abhor whar 1s diſpleafing to God ; mourn that.we _ 
ave ſo.often offended 3 carveſtly defire the ou 
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= 
ons by wo if we ſtay till our AﬀeRions Rir-of thas 
ſelves, we may wait long enough. our part 
tively to concur with and by that gracio 
is afforded us, in order ro the qu:ckening*an 
alizing of them, and- bringing chem ore under 
command of the Will, rill ar lengrb they be accuſton 
and inured-ro move more naturally, freely and ſtrow 
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- Heaver-ward. 
_ . Nor muſt we faigt'o 


fr may be 

hewithdraws to ſee how we will cake it ; hall m__ ot 
lamenr. (and follow fo titich, the neyders afrer him 
whar tho we have norſcnſible” Comtort, ler us ſtay al 
ſelves onhim; and 2gainft Hope believein Hope. Roi 
4- 18. Duties ace ſweet. when recovered our 'of he 
Hand of Temprations and Difficulties ; we are hound 
bur God is free:* Whar you want as to thre feeling ® 
AﬀeTion; make out in deep and rational! Refolurion 
for God, and ye will ger ground even while ye chink# 
loſt jr. , Wee 

' 5. Even the Body jr ſelf muſt be ſanQtified, © thatiy 
elenred or devoted unto God, and uſed-for hint. 
This is the Will of 'God, that every one of us poſſeſs his Viſs 
ſel in Santlification, '1 Theil. 4. 3,4. That Sia reignnt 
ix Or Mortal Body,” but-that we ied aur Members as In: 
8. - * firumels 
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oo rrue indeed that bodily Be: 
lirtle, ' without or in _ anſon 
f | 4. V. w the Knee, 
Ye our remain fiubborn hug unbroken, - To 
ift up ouxKyes Heaven-ward, if our Souls be not al 
, To draw nigh to. God with our Lips 
our Hearts are far from him, - is an Addirion of 
ly ro-altthe reſt of our Ini a ge. _—— 
TH 'tis as rue thar-if our 


| he harh made of himſelf in his Works, and in his 
"Word : The Ears to hear the InſtruRions of Wiſdom: 
The Lips praiſe and magnify flim, we 1 


Diſcourſe go'edify others, feed- many, 
Graceto the Hearers, 
Therefore, tho our Hearrs muſt be firſt look'dar ts 


the Service of God. Yer je eur alſo be taken that: 
our Words and Deporrment be iſo furele-and bangiy 
3 becauſe outward W 
is _—_— and bo =o 


at id Dem r thereint: + nn ye. om 
ye wars July clue ors as if — 


: 1# arcts, - than we ahh; 

rudtmor amick is of this Nature 5: bY de 

Frame of our Spirits, as alſo our Words-and 

he pevevent £72v8;-and- ſerious, geſt we be found g8 
prophaping holy things.. God is robe 

9 by che whole-Man. 

, Thus ye ſee that our intellifual 2nd afoith Fag 
tis, yea andour Bodies roo mult accordi coor | 
vera} Capacities beall fanRified and Jeong od. 
bone my Gay Srmpepneaned | in thoſe Wards: of 4 

fUe;:r The, $83, And the very God. of. Peace (a 
You wholly : 1 pray God your whole SPIR 1 
> 4 VL, and BOD TI «be preſerved wt 
the carving of owr Lord | wo a. 

'"Fkas tauch for the viz, That this gn 
Chadge covhiſts in wrong - _ the Lord ronnl 
we have © deeply revolned, 

Ik: Since it 150nly-Jp- and chrough Jeſus Chriſt 
God: is. xeconcil 1! == fallen Man, *cis highly. nec 
; _—_— oye dro him in HB pyocea 


any qr Way. = he 

Erckace .of God, jc Fon wich him, preſ King 
our ſelecs or ſervices rohim, or of. expeRing-q 
r from-him, bus iz and tbroxgh Chriſts, 

23. He that honawrugh nat the Sou, bonoureth nat r; 

ther which bath ſext bim. Tis therefore-1 | 

we feran high vaiue upoo this greas 


nedearly lore bun, \ and ſincerely corumi chef (clvey 
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= -_ You ltifbe dilts ants Remcns- 
Terms of Grace that we are receivedin 


iato 14 olive is Odd, 

Þ fo we "Tis well for artharwe tire himrof 

wy $and all Danger, leſt che conſumi 
> and our or On: 


or the turning of the Soul [oret'y 
wand Vanicy'eo God, as our-End: The larter is ag 
ourſelves ! 


he ho. That is, & 
4, byalively Faith in his Son. as our Piinooand Is. 
; withour wh whe RITA 


" Noras if thoFarher was of” himſelf averſe ,, 
' bur 'ax-ft 
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= F-il./And becauſe ir is the Ofbee of the Holy Y 
Cn Chriſt 
£ £ONCerns us  £0'0Wws, 0d ary pie 
cog in this whole buſineks As F 
wh ofthe So, ts 'So the Holy-Gho I 
s is Agent upon Earth, A 
with the Sons of Men; ro his Cauſe, nd- 
his Grace, - Whois called by 
Chriſti, &gens &: Vicarius} - and by a Lead 
our OWN, the Supreme Minifter S7 ay” [ 


+ Therefore tho* all-the Perſons [or | Subl 

in the. bleſſed Trinity do-concur to he produft 

the yew Creartre; yerchis great work of Sanddif 
1s. by a.cercain peculiar. eminency of Arriburg 
ſcribed to the Holy Spirir. 'Tis called the 8 t 
of the Spirit, 2 Theft 2. 13. 1 Pet. t.2. Ir is zhe $ 
ric chat quicketleth, enlighteneth, draweth! 
Souls co Chriſt, and co the Father by him;:- 

-inalour Motions, and Tendencies God:watd, we 

ZJook -unco this Spirit for help ; and aR Faith upon 
for the:Aſfiſtances and Influences of his Grace : Ih 
attempr any thing of chis nature in. our own ſireng 

« we ſhall certainly be baffled jn our endeavours, M 
make nothing of ir. [We ought to cry hard after 
Spirit, and carefully co obſerve all his Acccfles th 
and che imprefions of his Grace upon us; and ala 
coſtrike in-with - his Motions ;/ to-do wok kg 
helps moſt : and chus our work will be like ro f 

proſper in our Hand. -; - 
Great care” is :0 be taken how we carry ie. Ic \ bs 

kim, that we may noe quench, reſiſt, grieuts ern 4 6 
Wer 
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Frag bis way: vhs mal ru 
© remember that yoyr mh Gra- © 
1 Cars w_ allbe dead things; or ; 
pate of God be > not the Life of them all.. H 
acknowledged in all the 
Pete in in a the progreb yemake, and we 
A Ri or more: Yea, we ought 
be more fic and explicit, in the workings of 
than commonly weare: We were 
4r che Name of the Holy-Ghoſf, as well as of 


v yrs} mm: OE in this Trinity none is. 


VIC, © aber, they; is ter or leſs than ano- 
4 Jem com in ao. ui, that wewre 


det 6 | eras of the Life of Faith,” which 
h the third Perſon? 'This is « S—— 
v, im, andy injury on fclves, BurT muſt 
_ at nere. 
 Fiethe rhe Office of the Spiric ts belp our 
ves ors Sw. 8.26. Through him we muſt mortify the 
bs of tbe Boay, that we may live, Ver. 13. By bi 
Love of God us ſhed abroad inthe age yr Belieutrs, | 
5-5, He ſeals them to the; day of Redemprion. 
imeſſech wich their Spirits that they are the Chil | - 
1 of God. Is the carneſtof our Inherirance : Bag | 
nc peingny Spirit of Chriſt, he; is none | > 


Thus I haveſhewed youthe nature of this great work, : 
. Tharicis the. turning of « Perſon to God Yn Clift, - 
: xo hew, love, and tut to.bim, . and all thisby the 
_— the op POS, 
I ves .and mo $ 
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CHAP. Iv... 


"Of the ſeveral Steps whereby ehir's 
Work is begun, carried on, coil 
felted in the Soul. 
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Aving: thus far opened the Nature of h a 
H Work, whereby we muſt be of 
ven, if ever we come-chither: I come: 
IP the in tne wherein ta 
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: "S- There are cerrain evious work! 
inten 6 orr of Grace; whereby anon 
Pare: Men for ſrecial aving Grace. 

- 'Tis his aſual Mcrhod'to bri ring his Works 
nn of Fran) co ir © Incended 'Þ SN 


D=zs 7 m».9e7 > 0.0 © wo 6, no we, bn 


9 Light nd D ſcoveries.”” 
, apptertd, "Heb. 42, 2 2. * LM 
poinx:; 'ris uy 2 es. 

" She God hath appointed | 


f Vedra to Ents Durcs whe | 
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ly Spirir,, "which uſually go along wich the Goſpel, and 
t Mew into 2 nearer prepatarion, for ſpecial Grace 
man ey were inbefore. Tho* God may ſomeritnes, 
even in.an auifane, converr:the moſt unprepafed obdu- 
brace Perſons 5- yer ir is not his ordinary Methoi fo to 
do, nor have atry ſuch Perſons reaſon to expe ro be 
thus dealt wich. 
>> As the Word is the Inſtrument þ y which God work- 
.&h upon'Souls, ſo he firſt enables t in ſome mea- 
+ fare ro underſtand ir, and then bo held ir, and fo'by 
Tre awakes them fromcheir ſtupid Securicy; cohvin- 
1 then ofpthe Sinfulneſs, and r of anunre- 
te State : Makes rhem ſolicirous” abour cheir c- 
ternal Welfare. What ſhell I doto be ſaved ? How ſhall 
1 eſcape the Damnation of Hell? * Thus they are brought 
to lee their need of Chriſt, as Men that are loſt as 
undone withour him : As alſo to perceive the 
of Holineſs 36 order ro Happineſs : Heri 
make ſome Reſolutions and go Promilcs. 
ment, and pur forch ſome ſeemingly 
vours to become new Men : Infoinach 
Amoſt perſwaded tobe Cn 19 gp | 
Fe from” the Kingdom, of God : Tho'chey mult. 
pught yer nearer, or elſe Flo yareloſt for ” ly 
'*; Nov he all this tall ſhort 2 Change 
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> : A 'd rend: , z . - r wy 
Me and rermitare ro make us Chriſtians ir 
TTill this be done, the Perſoo is_in a carnal ut 
rate State, We tir not unto Abd as God, it e 
zurn not to him as the chicf Good 5 and we turn as 


Dries their former "4 "od fe this 

ment; and mourn in ſecret: Bur ftill the fared, . 
#inaut, habitual bent of their Hearrs is for God : 4 
there is nothing which they more loath themſelves fg 
oy becauſe they love 'God no more. Minc ille b 
C AG. —— 

Mark 12. 30. Tye ſhalt love the Lord thy Goat with 's 
thy Heart, and with all thy Soxl, and with all thy Mink; 
and with all thy Strength, How many Alls are þ et 
« Yet (fays one) if we had ten thouſand times mor 
* Powers and Principles, we ought to Jove « þ 
<« with chem all roo. Iris an emphartical Tranſlari eo 
* of thar Text of che ape Rom. 5.5: Thj 
c eos of God is ſhed abroad in our Hearts, 2c 
< yering of the Soul, as the Waters cover the F 
& — O that God would fill up all my Capacities 
« and make me yer more capacious! O that he would 
* take upall the room in me, and O thax he wouh 
< make for himſelf more room in my Soul! Mrs 
6 an s Meditations, pag. 30s 31- 

imagin that you ve God -< ha hold 
f ye love him not above all? y'Þ »- holy 


4s1 are gorge the Sou 
is_the”Roor - from whence all acceprable Servi 
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Mind, 
Heart ? Heart, (a5 inthe Hebrew, Eel 13. 6 
3s hateful in the fight of Gods A divided Heart js SG 
Heart, Hol. 10. 2. Hence turning unto God with the 
whole MTs is oppoſed to Treachery, Falſhood, and 
fhew of Converſion. Jer. 3. 10. Fo 
eg Siſter Judah bath not turned unto me withher 
ole Heart, but jrignedly, ſaith the Lord. 

As for the Intereſt of the grear Mediatour in this 
marter, f hath plainly. ſhew'd us that if we low 
Fatber, o& Mother, Wiſe, or Children, &e, yea, 07 048 
ows {ives, more than him, we are not worthy of bim, can» 
not be bis Diſciples. Mar, 10, 37, Luke 14. 26. Ye ſee 
here how he infiſts upon the prevailmg cgree of our 
love ro him. 

And indeed the ſerious contemplation of the loveof 
God in Chriſt, is a moſt powerful Means to raiſcup oug 
Souls to furable returns of love to God 
that bath known the Son, bath aljo knows the Father, Joh, 
Ie 7- 

Behold here, and admire the wonderful Wiſdom 

appears. in the cantrivance of our R 
_ hog Joon nigh: 20d al pay andDiE 

ure of m And alſo corr 

our very Vitals, and turned our Hearts ' God, 
my how aptly things were laid ſor the 
removal of bath t & the — 


20» 


ranſom for ur, to 


+ 3.4. © Pt. 1. 21. Ns pt * that | 
| Fore its own Nature, to produce” holy 
_ to God, (who hath, thus firſt joved N= 
fea the Reconciliation on gur part 
the ſubſtance of Chriſtianity is ed non] A it, 
' & As Chriſt ys Mediatour, is the ſutnmary m 
« and way to the Farher, to bring Man home 
& Conironr' So Faith in Chriſt is a mediaring Gr 
oY to work in us the Love of God. As Mr, Baxtel 
6 ir, 0 
& No other Grace or Duty is accepted ' of of 
® nor will prove our Salvation, arty &rcher 180 
& parcicipateth of preidominanc Lovero Gol:' But 
oy te ne Love is always an evidence of 


” Tinh. The ſame Power which hath vrouphrl 
work thus far, doth maintain, ard keep alive rhe? » 
of Grace implanted in the Soul. . Our Sp;rita 
(no leſs than the Natural) depends upon the x 
toflux of ic Almighty Aurhor. In him we h 
atd-meve, and bavr our Bring 5 noc only as Men, burg | 
Chriſfliaxs, or new Men, The Screngrh of char ha 
tal Grace ſubjeted in ys, would never ho'd our, v 
or daily Influences of efficienr Grace ftill working 
| us. Thus we arebept by the Power of God, through 
þ gato Salvation, L Per, I. 5. And priſerued aeto hi 
. Kingdom, 2 Tim. 4+ 18. 
. "We, þ ow whac woful work our firſt Parents nals 


Concerns were lefe in their own Hands: 
| any oaadn rn wy Otbetr 2/08, ts 


their -holge's frag 
ability of chei ware, th 
CS ah it came aut of 
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aſi, ay ior 
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| rp , it: Yea; | 
ne degrees of fr, and therefore ſhould qui 
if the divine Power were nor en 


This Sou of Divine Light would quickly be extin- 
Er ons from the Father of-Lights. Sat 
et. rrue 7 oe commanded End ee Hearts by a 
all dibgence, | or a a wp] Prov. 4: 83, To 

c 95 MB Fei bs 


fland uponour guard, to be ſte y 
That is, we maſt pur forth our u Endeavonrs, 
{for God works by means) but'if we traff 20” our 
Hearts, we are Fools, Prov. 28. 25. T may allide to. 
thar Plal. 129.1. Except the Lord kirp the City, the 
Watch-man waketh but in vain. "$6280 
well then, we muſt do our utmoſt to beep that good 
ehing that i committed to 5 3, -burhow ? By theatli- 
tance of the Holy-Gboft, which dwiltth in i.” 2 Tim, 


x. 14. So Jude2r, Keep your ſelves in the Love of Goll 
5 Aru them ro look h 


* chantheir 
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tor. 
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Partakers, _ J 
Can any thing be more agreeable, than for thoſe wha'*/ 
have taſted that che Lord is gracious, to deſire more? 
full, and ſarisfying reliſhes of his Grace? And has Le+ 
given chem choſe Defires ro abuſe, and puns chem? 7 
r. cannot be, Surely thoſe that bunger and thirſt after; 
Righteouſneſs, ſhall be filled. Mat. 5. 6. Yea by how ®* 
much the greater their Longings are, ſo much the fit. -; 
acr for large Communications. Pal, 81. 10. Open thy 7 
Mouth wide, and I will fll it. Ask great things, and + 
with- carneft Defires, and ye ſhall receive, that your * 


Sg t 
* _ This leaves a black Note upon thoſe who arcata- 
fland in Macters of. Religion; make. no. progreſs, 


bur ſcem well cnough content with the meaſures to 
_ they have rae) Lol you, ſuch Perſons :# 
c great reaſon to [ their own Sincerity ; nay, ' 

if chis betheir ſtated, conflant, babitual T 5 es ; 
nay juſtly be pronounced Hypocrires, ._ He that. chinks 
enough, has ccrcaiply: 'no- true ſaving 

po ag 
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Things fete image ors hid, « ker le, 


drſigerius : opens” onis. Afethod. Theol. jpart 
gon | A tele Deſire of PerfeRtion, is an': 
TR hen thee they Men hk nin 
It rc an nA. an 
zowledp of God, or fincere hearty Le 6h 
who got defire to know him better, and to 
en more? - Ye that have, 5 what teſ 


— 
: Becauſe 


y Inter | 
renprevily cunatendds to grow fn Greet? ts 
be urns. abounding in the work of the Lord, And'it 
muſt needs be of 11! Signification, a5 to our Stare, if 
ſuch commands:weigh nothing with us. | 
Bur-with'tthe cruly Godly'ir is noc "F 3 the Grace 
which they have already received, inclines them to 
bourafcer more, -tho* till ir is God that worketh in 
them, Heb. 13. 20, 21. 


o Zifebo and Laſtly, The Souls of Believers Xe Fl 
deagh made perfe& in Holineſs. Somewharhath 


been ſpoken of this already, which is now tobe furs * 


ther 11luſtrated and proved. The Scripture | affures 


us, that the Souls of the Godly, being rue =o 


rheir Bodies, do paſs into Gfbry, or incothe Nc 
of Chriſt, "Abyabam's Boſom. Thus our Lordrelfs 
Penicens Thief,” Luk. 23. 43. ile ho hep HAD . 


with the Lord. -yerſ, 8. We are” 

. Angels ſhallbe our Convoys tobring: ore Mg 
IS Now "is cercaiv, that aguneledty th 

* S. 

; * 


me in Paradiſe. SorheA ein this 
willing nom to be abſent kn » and EE 


ef of 
ke 
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of the Soi py le perfect > -| - F 
"is evident; 1 Ch Dea hoc 6, ned th 
HP Time, 0 drawn; aſide the. Vail, And le 
y 5 all aun figul $s will be 
ind wa 5; and never: rrouble US-MOTEy, - _ How 


22 eonny: 


| eforc no wonder if chers be (me Fg 
Diffieattics: in, ic: As there-was-in' che 'Biech of Nats 
Lin char-of Grace, ſo--in-this of Glory. hould of 
thoughts of chis make Dearth welcome ? ex 
BTW toy, Death isan- Enemy 'ta Nature. . But 
Oo mm onqueeed En&hy? Hes hom dap age 
evettinour Natuse overcomeir ? Has heger 
. when. away the (ting 'of it?! And in fo doing, £ 
us the wittory. 1 Cor. 15. 55. ©. Yea, by the P 
CLIT of: our mighty ” this 
is: eurnee: eo our advantage 3 7 art 
"Is ible ro Nature ? What is Faith for, -hut ro © 
- ſages? Muſt we noc die-inBaith, and 4 
ys; 


_ B&G xevurnts the | Foins:: 
+ AL$-a6 wonder is. ſich.nfulin 
ues; :be\ meh ar + lofs'in our. 

© Inge Srave of Sin. lefs Ferfe:ion 
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6 TY Rom. 7. 23 
refore, choſe ho | Fab which had the + 
Hearts and ain yew of 


ills E- 1h Woe of an wh 
wreptidle conftave aR of the 


7 ir dorh nor (o? 
\þ Theceincn of the Soul into —_— 
7 God's. 'this is muth to.be conſidered in this 
Fpzg Ms ond but ro whor . pur- 
Tara 6g0 eredann, bn 
| NOR fade Gone: | iy Ways.00 


L &n 
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Thw ie on} = IVER 2=3 
"gm Grace is, begun, and carried 
Ki cone co Ferieatinn. 


uld only add, har in nhole Bſieſ 8 
is done to. our natural Faculties : Grace. 
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Plain Prov from, Fepiprore, 
wr ri Hewes, rill they hr w 
' # prepred for is by Divine oi 


T0 whar ns 
6-1 the < ”, 55 e 
tine carrie 

Trurh | 


has ook chus far 
Menare pon thr drtieftt 

the Chriftian Dofrine, 1 1 wig 7 
bf yrot wage mT. aha 
the Righttous, pag. 242. |. Y 
I £2 Go be true, but eunry bk i, 

x: Noneare choſen rp Salvation, * bur "thr 

Bificarion of the Spirit, Gar nl 

and HappineS, W.; F 

Seciprure is woſt full--and plain SY 


nat# to bu conformed. "to the- _ 
follows ? Then bt a | 
np dordine 

be 
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Heaven, firſt be conformed ro*th 
Image - of. Jeſus Cheift,*:or iangifed by his 


In.nox exerng! Life che: Gifr-of God, and'f 
rold us the way in which he- hath. -lerertaind co gite 
it, | gs. vor grerriteiO | 


7 be mage ko the tiage of hi I 
F Son, Jeſus Chriſt: 8; wa 
' Works, ard ar bh 'by fy 
cc tal Py F 
To Ries 5 you muſt ohm Yeah hel 
crce of Election, 'or. {ay rharall Men ſhall be 4 
chat none ſhall be ©; - For norhing can be nie 
ders than char God decrees *wharſoever hg cffeds.Y 
'2. Redeeming Love hath joined San&aificarion f 
Sal#arion . Tt was ho part of our Bleſſed] 
viour's | to procure the admiſkon of und 
Ou: (while fuch) to Heaven: That would- havely 
o-have laid Heaven and Hell common, Butthe 
- for the Communicarion of, -that Gl 


» 2 


467-4 te works 
ſax bis Pe | _ in) 
bs #2t- 


el Sod ens of .our I 
rarecen lay ogrotep Life 


Chrllt Te in his own Per- 
on fulfilled all Riphtec = oy go 
himſelf a Sacrifice, co farisfy. Divine ' Juſtice for for.our. 
diſobedience. © Pray be clear intheſe things. -.*_ 
| Do tor SxpeR that Chriſt-will fave you,- unleſs you 
[ down your Arms, and fubmic to. the. Divine $6- 
How can there be Peace between God and. 
our Souls, ſo lang ang ye reſolve ro perſiſt in" your: 
jon? Is Chriſt rhe Miniſter of Sin ? Orſhalhwe 
ei 1 that Grace may\ abound? Gad jorider | 
Siu! Toi: by the Father robe. a Prince” 
give firft Repencance, and then Fox='+ _ 
T i en' Heasts from Sin, een | 


> Z 74008 any. other way than twongh 
s and SatisfaQtion. dof Chrift, | clog and | 

rs. ago Infidels: But T3-agrs 
he © Ra that Sandtifiearion' is an, eſſential. Ser 


LY 
C2 
IJ” 1 


=> Or leaſt eng, 
[&& without them. -. Is this ro þ 
oly-C hoſt, or is ir nor_rathe 
enoreremble ro approa 


reat a work is it to quichey, ning and ”s 7 
God, 2 dead, blink, ek ated Soul!. andro uply 


"ave carry on the work, as has been aready open 
What mighty Power doth the Spirit pur forth 
*this%and dare yeſay*ris more than needs? Or p! Mi 
"£5 your ſelves Salvarion without it ? This way 4 
or nor guly to tread under Foot the Son of God, [| 

have heard under the former head) but todo Jeſt 

x A + Spirit of Grace. of 
;-* I ywonder notthat ſuch Men make a ſcoff at hi 

* /Firnal Worſhip" of God ; the Lord convert, : 
«don them for ey know tot what they ſay, nor% 
© thiy affm, 1 Tim. 1: 5. But meaſuring the ogy 
© ſttors, and comparing themſelves amontl 7 a 

\ not wiſe, or A | L201 

- Surely in- 

orſhippers, 


Show Tray for 
wt utthar dri 


intron of. the Goipe 


the ES: #eF- Lo ther qualifies Mitdiſters. for- 
rhett wi ; affiſts them in ir, ad makes ir ſucceſsful 


wy Fn wich-the "offers of. ; may 
ro Hrs ſtrengrhen; - and help the Joys 
fi "© thoſe c haye heartily mln i Hh 4+ In 


Ss. O how firi& a charge is laid: vponus! Tharwe 
beinftant in $2aſon, dd out of Seaſon des ets xehuke, 
exhore with all Long-ſuffering and "Boy! 
time wilt come when, &-c. (we may now ſay "tis already 


come) "2 Tim. 4- 2, 3, 4. And thar we watch for -yous - 


Souts, \ as they that muſt give an account. Reb. 19.195 


: and warn ou of your danger, chap your Blood waynnd.;.. 4 
4nd who is {of be 2 : 


then; if-Men may be ſaved without being . 


' br required at owt Hand, Etek. 3. 
: Jew or thife things? 2 Cor. 2.16; 


hoo for it, &c. of whit uſe is oy: I 
Office 2-Qr why are ve fo ſtrialy ed 7 
; weprer, the whole Courſeof xl 
pointed Le "wich _ 


a 
Es 


=— 


T1 
het 


notice of. - Rn -{ Encppong 
your (ivs in every parr of Divine War 


Bur I proceed, 
\* Yo None bur thoſe who are thusvrought upon, ave; 
: tÞ the Heavenly Felicity according to. rhe! 
Tenour of the Goſpel-Covenant. Unregenerate Pets! 
y 5 ſuch, are peremptorily efcluded, evenby the 
Grace ir ſelf. Ye bon prone ele 
in Scriprure, whereu o ground thois; 
of Heaven, wherewith ſuch Men afe worm to 2 
thenfſelves. Bur I can ſhew you enough to cot ; 
found,” and overthrow their wicked Preſumprions tg 
The Scntetige of their Condemmarion is legible! 
in almoſt every Leaf of the Bibles  yer-will they np 
conſider it, nor.lay it1o Hearr, He that believeth ”m 
#s contenned already ;, be ſbal[not ſig Life, but the Wrat 


of God ie he bim. = od « Mat S _ [7 


wins 


caxmet fee the dom of JUNE 
yelive aſter rhe F bom PAL der with WHO N64 


p98 "HE-. Neth: - 5 
ie; rh omen: \Anp-- >= 4 47%; Efa 
| , AT tr uo theſe ſacred : aſi 
| T fled? Your Unbelict ſhall nor mrke 
ne God of none effet 3 ye will quay 
whoſe'vord ſhall-Rland, bis or yows:” 
5 Peru \indeed, Pardon and Life are mi 
ties nipl-p "if \cthou wile repene and turn'ts 
hrow® riſks + Ocherwiſe ic brings upon thee 
: 4" ier co demnition, than thou were ee (hn 
| my 4%. 4 forey. Puniſhment; Heb: 10. 26: 
f Aa Efocaks itfelt:- Thou cacft p! 7 no Intereſt 
ig Beneſi's of. the *Copgnant; of ICIEC, 


| : a” KIA = 
| at Door,” Jam.'s. 9- 
the Chef fo Y ſaith T Land? Jer. 23. 28. Mar, 


r2. 
' .6. None bur thoſe who-Are ; us wrought 
have the earneſt and frſt Principles of the Heavenly" 
— How then ſhould* they have the 
elf 

-Do ye expeR the Fruit without the Seed > £ 
fetion of Holineſs and Happineſs withoue the B 
ninps thereof? che Inhericance wichour che Earni 
How exoheſe things be ? How abſurd are fach Hopes 
as theſe?" Would yebe perfet Men in Chrift, withou 
firſt; goitle through the Infanr-Srace of Chriſtiavity? 
Thari s, being converced and becoming as lirche Chil- 


oo Be the truly Godly, they have Erervl Life a 
wry a them ; even chat ſaving, cransforming, 
nowledy of God and Jeſus Chriſt, whom 

ne, whieh"4s" the Inchoation thereof + But the Un- 

ddly arenot ſo, being _ in Treſpaſſts and TH 


reap 2 Wt 
From cherefore, that He holy irit of God.v 
ing .in the of Believers, - ſucable Inclin 
Heaven-ward, ” Deſires after ir, __ is, rat 
judicious, holy Defires) doth: there! you ICT nal « 
earneſt of ir ; bur ftill remember, wa 
xot- the Spirit of Chriſt, be-is noe of | bi, Rom. 9,9. 
5. The Guilt of Sin, which all uoregenerateRi 
ſons are under, ſtands between them and Heave ” 
ye know rhat ye are Sinners, and rhat ye til he 
jt before you can be glorified, . The weigh 
aſt vecds preſs, you down into &v | 
-#f ir-be not raken off by pardoning Mercy.al 
'And do-ye nor alſo know that there 3 isnoÞ Fn 
don withpur true Repenrance ? And þ _ 
is nothing lefs'than the rurniog of j 
Sn Sues God, «lung of -the Temper, and a 
ſition of the Heart ; the yery-work whereof we hav 
OO while been ſpeaking. Repentance towak: 
G * 4+ 
Hencethe Goſpel was uſhered in with the preachiy 
—of_Repenrance, Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is'at 
bard. Thar fo' all Men might know upcn what terns: 
hey were like ro enjoy the bleſfled Priveledges gf chi: 
lagtous Golpel-Confiirurion. 
"And here I muftrell you, it is nor enough to ſay chi 
ou are ſorry for your paſt Sins, now the Weaſurcq 
| - ag over, and Conſcience (ir may be} els 
bontthem. No, no; the bent of your Hearts 
cicher-be curned agaiaſt Sin, to hate, abhor it,. od 
mourn for ir, as *cis dilpleaſing and hareful igz e- 
fight of God, &c. orelſe Iniquity will be your ruin. 
prep the Sincerity of your Repentance, © 
of this of Heart, fromthe Love of Sin, 406 
Love of and Holineſs, muſt appear; by ; 


forth Fruits meet for Repentance. f Wi. 
Go 1M; 
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"ie ra che cale bf che Adalc,” 'or: grown Perſia, 
"falls more directly under our Conſideration. 

© the Scriprurgs, and you may find there how ,, 

© Ferfons are charaRteriz'd and deſcribed who arc 


"gots © (Heme before us. - 'Tis true they all had 
mer failings, which chey groaned under, and longed ew 
Ar delivered from : Bur as to ' che mai Fink 
vth; avodart God: Ordered :onver(; 
"x5 yet inviſible: : Ven chat lived 
Y -/j bit, morti tif-denying Lives, chufag" rather 
ler AfMligion witl: the” People:of God, thro en- 
0 ro Pleaſures of 'Siv for a ſeaſon : { That: preg 
by the Abominations of the Times and Places where- 
# they lived ;| whoſe righreous Souls were yexed with 
the fey Converſation of the Wicked; in a word; 
Men char confeſſed rhemſelves Strangers and Pilgrinns .. 
onthe Earth ; ſoughr an Heavenly Country, and wair- © 
ed for the Salvation of che/Lord.” See He. 12. 
+ Thus ye have heard howthe Saints nw” fn | 
got thicher; and will ye dream-of aver 
any other way? They wereall wrought forhar lefſes 


os andſo.muſt ye; or ellefall ſkorrof- it, and Þe- 


-A$i6maccer of great Encouragement and Cunkny 
*: ond, rothink how many Thouſands are 
Wy Heaven, the fatne way be which they the 
nd Ns" Rr es 
ve of graceleſs Hypocrites, ' to: 
chemi in oi a quice different , yea! comtrary 


- ares, that ho pomp 
ſtives ave aved, 1ver.q.18; rome . 
bi ag o___ » mp 6154.5 I wa tes 


E 


ee 


"ll ED iogof th the þ ; 6 - of Mts, : 
arewntfs. of the Way, which Heads.to Lift 1 many & the 
mies "ro conflia with; many Tempcations, Doyl 
and Fears, to overcome ; many Storms and Te F 
never. 2 throu h,: before they come. ſafe. ro th 7% nt 
bi [2y 0820 0 HON 20 IG CORY he 
"© The They are true for all that. 4. | 
And now confider whar rhe ApblUlc | inſers fi 
in che words immediately following: -* Where { 
Unrzodly, and the Sinner « appear £ Whot ſhall b 
of chem? Why the Pſalmiſt gives you Cons | 
this,” Plal. 1 4, 5. They are like the Chaff "whith 
Wha: Z Fit þ away : therefore the Ungodiy ſpall not 
"Fallg nor Sinners: in thi Conpreg ation df 
Rights they ſhall be driven awaj in theirgown 1 ic 


"Well Sirs Do nebſbanchen tem of: : =S 


1 
ace 


: Mag impotgale, in the very natures 

Tone an aohoty Soul ſhould e rhe He 
DE Ficiry. This is evident; if ye will-hur oe 
pare che Temper and Spirir of unregenerare- Per 
with the Account that has been given —_—_ F 
Stage of furure Glory: The nature.of. Things ms the To 
þ x Hy ren. and the grofſeſt Contr:di&ions pſamit 
conciled, before an unrenewed- Perſon, - 25 nchz BE 


he happy. [ 
"Thnow cher all Men have fome ono ;njudiccan 
i as x a apo = x 


Pleature Ss: toi 7 Would the moſt 
vi E REN X W. Shews my} Big 
7 W juſt ſo;ir?s here; T The Hea 
nth acl %y, Diviy 


a on Perſeciom: But ag da 


impure re, and vnholy: Thereare none like them-to 
= _ in Heaven. 7 oY ; 
aboye are employ'd in admiring, loving, praif- 
Aortrgeth the bleſlgd God : x 'ris lie ens 
'of him that Makes them happy tm thar State. 
ur certain it's, that the Souls of Ungodly Menare 
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d thy majul £ orruftion of human Nat:re, eſpecially in reſoett 
I Seite rife fron. God, ard End'y againſt bim2 Were 
- H 3 you 
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you ever rtiadc decp'y ſeniityle of t 
humbled for ir, ſo '$ | 
the Lord? If not, ye may conc wde your ie ves ro he 
yer under the power of 1; and thcretore Strangers 
rorhis great work of Grace, which we are ſearching 
afrer. - Quare vitia ſua nemo cpnfit tw ? quia etiam num. 
in illis rſt, Somninm natrare tig:lautss eft, & vitia jus! 
confitrr; ſanitatss indicinin eſt. Senec. | 

ut if inceed the ciſe be berrer with you, and the 
Hent of your hearrs be turned rowards God through 
Chyift ; having firſt »cen made tenfſibl- of your fin:wl 
and unhappy eftrangedneſs trom h m by Narure ; 
Yet ye cannot bur know rhut there ace fti// ſome Re» 
mainders of your old Diſtemper ; Do ye nor feel them?! 
Is it poflible they ſhould cſcape your obſervation? Can 
ye feel them, and nor groan "itterly under them, «nl 
long to be celivercd from them, that ye may be perfcd- 
Iy reconciled ut:ro him, w!:o 15 infirite amiable Goods 

- neſs ir ſelf? Are yenar ſenſibly . ffeRed, even the beſt 
of you, to find thar vour Apprehenſions concerning 

. God are yer ſo 4:rþ and _ ? Andch:tthe work- 

ings >f your Hearts rowards himare ſo 41 and langmd, 
ſo flow and hezvy, a'tcr a'l that he has done to draw 
you"? his lovirg Kindneſs? Cinye think of your ut- 
ind difmgenuou: Carriage ro ſo good aGod, and not 
beaſham'd and |}. ſh 2: 1r? Doth 11 nor make you eve 
@*Burden ro-your ſelves? Can ye 'orbear crying out in 
the anguiſh ot your Sou's, :nd pleading earncſily with 
God 61 this account ; Ford, it it be fo, why aml 
- thus? Muſt I ſtill be complaining, and yer get nonear» 
cf thee? O my God, hoiv lorg! how long ! Canft thou 
behold rhis Soul rhar [ned from thee rhe Father of Spi- 
rits; Lord cnit :hca fee it he groveling in che Duſt, 
and looking tuw- rds thee tor help, and wile thou not 
po it? Wherearc hy wonted Compaſſions, and the 
aunding ot thy B :ive.s? Suicly they are not reſtraines? 
Maſt mine Eves ſtill fail wi looking upwards? 0 
Lord, 3 muft nor, I dire nor, T canner enrertain hard 
Thoughts of thee ; no, no ; "tis Irhit have 1@ ofres 
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iered thy Holy Spirir, apd 


Eg, Vw; -S. F , 
| cherefore have no more - 
of his help vouchafed me. 


I tell you, Sirs. che holieſt Perſons are moſt ſenſi- 
ble” of the weighe of indwelling Corrup ion, they 
ſtrive, they pray, they watch, and war againſt it ; the 
tiearer they are ro God, the more fenſivle of their yee 
remaining diftance from him: - Nor is there any thing 
for which they more loath themſelves, than for che- 
Remnantrs of their Averſion. from him. | 

Queſt, 3. How : ſland ye «ps to the Lord Toſs 
Chriit, as he is the Way to the Father, - the principal 
Means to bring 1s to the Knowleng and Lowe of God; ' to 
Reconciliation and Communion with him, and to the tuers 
lafting enjoyment of him 2 Do ye highly value him as ſuch? 
Do ye ſtudy ro acquaine your telves wich him, 
to kve by Faith upon him, and in holy Oedience 
and Conformity ro him; that ſo che ends of h's Of- 
fice may take place with vou, 217. that ye may be 
brought nearer ro God by him? Are ye willing to look 
unes his Scepter, and acknowledg his Sourraignty, as 
well as ro rely upon his Sat#ſaFion? Whar form, what 
comlineſs do ve behold in hm? Is he the chicfeſt a» 
mong ren rhoutand ro you? Have ye well confidered, 

, Who, or what he is? Ewvn the brightneſs of his Fathers 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of bis Perion + God manifeſted 
3s the Fleſh + The great Iramanvel, God with us : e 
the Ecernal Word and Wiſdom of the Father was 
cloathe | with human Narure, pi-ched his Tent among 
the Suns of Men: tguiywow i nwvs Foh.t.1g. Cor 
vers'd tamiliirly even with che meaneſt Perſons, breath» 
ing out Love, Compaſſion, Tenderneſs, and Benigni» 
ty rowards all, even towards his bi.tereſt Enemies 5 
weeping over Sclf-deſtroying Sinners, and ac laſt offer- 
ing up himſelf a Propitiarory Sacrifice for us, &e. 

O chink, and think again, who'ic was that did all 
this, even the God of Heaven himfelf, appearing"## 
the likeneſs of ſixful fieſh, Rom. 8, 3- O ler thoſe words 
figk deep into your Hearrs, John 14. 9. He that batb 
ſitn-nes hath ſern the Father. All this was the Lord's do- 
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ng; lo, this was the watderful condeſcending way 


which God was pleaſed to wake choice of, therein tool 


ſhewus his amiable Goodneſs; that here>y our aver- 


ſion from him might be healed. Could Men or Angels: 


have thought of ſuch a-Contrivance as this ; or if the 


had, durſt they have mention'd it? Bur God's thoughts 
ere not as 0475, O thedeprhs of his Wiſ.iom! How will 


theſe things tranſporr us-when we come to Heaven !..; 


What ſay ye to all this ? Unto them thet bwicve, Chriſt 


z precious Ts he ſo ro you ? Are ye-wiliing totake up 
your Croſs and follow - him? 'to give up your ſelye 
Gncerely to him? Is there any rhing which you think 
roo dear to part with if he call for ir, nay, tho it were 
Life it ſelf ? Know ye not char every true Chriſtian isin 
diſpoſition a Martyr ? Doth not our Lord tell us,that : fx 


love our own Lives move than him, we cannot bt his Diſcs 


ples ? Doth this Saying offend you? Or do ye thunk 
it hard? What it I ſhould tell you, how earneſtly dv 
ſirous many of the primitive Chriſtians were to lay 
down their Lives for the Teſtimony of - Jeſus? Hoy 
they criumphed in the midſt of their ſhirpeſt Suffers 
ings, while the Senſe of the dying Love of Jelus 
Chriſt was warm and freſh upon their Spirirs, Inf6- 
much” that Cyprian was fain to write for the comfort 
of ſuch-who were troubled, that they miſt of rheit 
Hopes of Martyr«/om. | 

- O how is the caſe alcered now! what would thoſe 
Chriſtians ſay if they ſaw us ar this day 2 How much 
we Mind our own things, and how little the things of Chriſh 


Would they nor think, either char Chriſtianity is ak 


tered, Or rather that we ſcarce deſerve to be called 
Chriſtians ? 

Queſt, 4. How are ye diſpoſed to ſpiritual Exerciſts? 
What delight do ye take in drawing nigh to God ? All 
Creatures at according co their ſeveral Naruies , 'tis 
Pleaſant and agreea\ie ro them ſo ro do; If therefore 
yehavea new Nature in you, a Principle of divine 
ſpiritual Life, ye will chereby be enciindd to holy Ex 
excifes ; ye will moye'ag it were Batyrallyrowards themj 
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;Operarions, their Habirs co Atts, 
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lyewvill be. ſerious and ſervews. in them z andl.thar-for 
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oly Purpoſes and Ends. | 
That empty ſhew of Religion, whereby Hypacrires 


cls [profane holy rhings, and deceive their own Souls, is a 
ey rain lifeleſs formal thing, a meer piece of Pageantryz 
htg | 
vill. 


they neither well know what they are doing, nor why 
they do it : *Tis rather foerc'd chan natural, cuſtomary 
than conſciencio:s. No wonder if ſuch be ſoon weary 
of Duty, as being Scrangers-ro the ſweerneſs of it ! 
27- 10. Will be (namely the Hypocrire) dilight 
nſelf in the Almighty ? Will he always call upon God ? 

Bur now, a truly Religious. Perſon. aQs in theſe 
Matters at another rate, He bclieves that God is, and 
that be is the Rewargey of them that diligently ſee him : 
Yea, that he himſelf will be their exceeding great Re» 
ward; And thisitis that ſuch a Soul longs atrer ; ha 
vicg choſen God for his Portion z therefore he reckons 
thata day employ'd in the Service of God 1s bener 
than a thouſand elſewhere, 

Holy Souls experience that their ſpiritual Strength 
renewed by waiting upon God ; thac their Graces are 
creaſed by exerciſe 3 that their Souls are cleanſed and 
purified, their Corruptions mortified and ſubdued ; 
andin a word, that the holy Worſhip of the moſtho] 
God helps to make rhem wore like lym ; And in 
this they find choſe inward neliſhes of Delight and 
Pleaſure, whereby they are fully convinced, thar ic is 
no leſs their priviledg and advantage th:t they may, 
than their Dury that they muſt arrend _ God, They 
had rather he cut ſhorras to their daily Bread, chan 
denied the liberry of approaching the Throne of Grace. 
In ſhcre,they have Meprt ro eat which the World knows 
not of, Thus. their Principles inchne chem co ſurable 


It therefore ye find no inclination to Religious Du- 
ties. burcan witheer any ip he ler ſuch O-portunivies 
over-{lip, you, h4ving na Delighc nor Pleaſure in them: 
Þurchink,if yeduiſt,ye could live wgllenaugh wihour 
them. I gan then tell you, that ye have no veg 
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ſpirirual Life in you. : Hiily Work and carnal Hearts a 
nxt ag7ee ell togethiy : *Tis a plain caſe.. "Phei 


/ Queſt. 5 When the Interrſt of the World ani Fl 4 
farts in comprtition with the Intereſt of Gr "and th 
Dzty 38 owe to nim, which of thele hath ordinarily the caſh ('F. 
ing Vote with you? Doth rhe Will and Avrhcriry of 9 
Goc' weigh more with you, 4s to. tre ordinary fat] 
Corrie of 10nr Lives and Actions, thar: anv o-her ih. Þ| 
zer_fts or Inclinations' wha:ſocver ? If your H-a1t5he (of 
jo” God, *cis ce: rain your Liv's will be fo roo ; for the y 
Hdaes of Life are from che Hearc The Tree us brownly 
its Frig. Dare ye allow vour {Ives in the wilful or 
dixar; negleR of known Dure'? Dare ye in vlge and 
gfecity your Luſts wh:ch ye are commanded to crucify? 
Ateyc for taking up only with the che7p and eaſy par 
of Religion, and leaving the moe difficult, ſelf-denying 
parc hehind? Dare ye upon a protpet ot wor 
Pleafure, Profir or Honour wiliuily offend the D-vine 
I9:j:ſty? Do ye venra:e upon that which is forbidden, 
or do ye nor abhor the very thoughrs or mentionaf 
it? How ſhall I do this Wichedniſs, ani fix againſt God? 
Same Perſons aſtain from Sn for wanr of a convenient 
opportunity to commit fr, orhers for fear 'of Reproach 
or Puniſhment ; ' Bur a gracious Soul is ated by 1 || ;: 
Princip'c of fincere Love to God, 3ni Holineſ:,. and Þ + 
theretore be þatcth every falſe way. Pfa', 119. 104. wv 
verſ. 106. I haue ſworn and | wit! perform it, that I will | © 
beep ty Righteo is Tudgments. Val. 19 5. Hold wpmy 
. Gainzs 3 thy Paths, that my Foot ſleps ſlio not. "Uh 
Your prevathing Habirs, and corſequently your | 
Stare, mutt be known by you- Beh iviour in a time of | v 
eral; then ic muſt appear whether th: Intereſt of Gol, h 
1 
[ 


or your own Corrupttons be predominance in you; 
wherl,er his Conamands,or the Inclinations of the F eſh, 
bear the greater iway with you : | That is, wherher ye 

be fincere Chriſtians, or Self-deceiving Hypoeri:es, 
'Tis truc jn.!eed, the beft'ot Men, through ſurprize 
, of the violence of 4 Tcmpration,- may te overtaken 
even 
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», [eren with groſs Sin} but if they fell inro itz they: $0 
Met tie in it, bu” renew their Repencance, and double 

"Ithei wa:Ci: - Their Wills are babitaal!y more againſt 
Fu us n for it; chey endeavour to be rid of it, and 
1d th [r<fore are nor tg be denominated Workers of Iniqui 
- h. Bur with the ufiregenerate the caſe 1s otherwiſe, 
TK ty love rheir Sins, and are loth to leave them. 


n q" "Queſt. 6 Do ye love tobe plainly dealt with as toths 
"like Fftat Concerns of yo;y Souls? Are ye for awakening, 
ky: tonvineing, ſearching Light ? or hid he rarher ſleep on 
ind tabe your reft ? Are ie exrneſtly defirous ro know 
your Duty herter in order, co practice? Have ye ns 
a I which yearenor willing co find ouc? Have ye diſ- 
cify Orered ine which yeare nor reſlved eo leave ? Po 
"ye take 1r well ro be prudenty and faithfully reproved ? 
PO JB He that hateth Reproof is brutiſh, ſhall dit, ſuddenly be 
08 f froy'd, and thar withour Remedy. Fairhful are 
2 the Wounds ot a Friend, Let the Righteous ſmite meg 
den it ſhall be a Kindneſs; and let him reprove me, it ſball bt 
nat | excellent Onte, Ke, Plal. 141. 5s. Itis a woful Si 
when Men detire to be ſoothed up and flattered 
their evil ways. And woe be to thoſe who humovt 
ach | em therein, and daub with urtempered Morter, Exck. 
1 0 13-10. Joh. 3. 19, 20- This is the Condemnation, that 
& Tight 3s rome into the World, &c. For every one that dorth 
T Euil bateth the Light, neither cometh to the Light, {| his 
Dreds ſhould be reprozed. Bur a gracious Soul 1s for 
ny a home and cloſe app.ication of the moſt, ſearching, 
powertul, convincing Truths, and for judging hinſeit 
impertial'y by ther. Hy p ccrires indeed are forward 
of | 9Judg others 3 rhey cap eſpy Mczes in their Brother's 
34. | £yez bu. O how favourable are they ro themſelves, 
':} how ready ro cloak and exrenuare their own Sins ? 
h, 'Tis a fign your Cauſe is naught, when ye would have 
it ſhuffled over withour ſearching. 


Queſt.' 5. Do ye earneſtly deſire and madeavonr aſtt? 
greater digrtes of Holineſs b0th in Heart and Life ? Were 
| it 
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YO choice, whether 2d yerather be S vols | >. 
Abrabamy, David, : Damel, &c. or any other of thef4 

.cminew Saints. ye have heard orread. of, org 
great and ſucceſs/jul in the World as Ceſar, Alexandny 72 


—_— or any the Ike? ec. uy 
= This 6 a plain Queſtion, bur *ris worth your while [iq 
to pur it cloſe to your own Conſcience: , Senfivle thing | 
zre apt 10 make very ſtrong Imprefiions upon vs, whik || 
piriraal Objefs, tho infinitely more excellent, are but 
coldiy or indiffcrently regarded. It ye be truly gg 
cops, ye will certainly. defire ro be mare ( yeatohe 
perfectly) fo: And your Deſires will be ſeconded wih 
anſwerable Endeavours. + ; 

As for inward babitual Holineſs, Ye will til be taking 
pains with your own Souls, toy bring them to a mare 
full conformity to the bleiled God: This ye willain 
a in all your Religious Excrciſes,. 247. That ye may 
ger. more Knowledg of 'God, more intimate Acquait 
rance-and Communion with hjm chrough Chriſt : Tha 
your Hearts may be carried ouc incre earneſtly, purth, 
and firongly towards him ; in ſhort, that ye may he 
more isward with him, and re.r tohim: And tha 
whatever ye find in your ſelves contrary to him, mg 
be more and more rooted our, mort fied, and deſtray- 
ed: Ye will even hwnger and thirſt . after Righteouſiti 
Mat. 4. 6. All the Afﬀiciions ye meet wich in.che 
Wog'd, will be a5. noching ro you, if compared with: 
the Burden of remaining Corruption ; eſpecially; 
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arijetrds from God. . 
. AS. for. Rolineſs of Life. Ye will lay out your (elves 
for God, your Time,. your Strengrh, your Al. will he 
at-his Service : As accounting that there 15s nothing ele 
worrh livipg for z bu: che promocing ef his Glary 
and the pleaſiag, of, his- Will. © Ye will, therefore ay 
geavour. ro abound.1n-the, Work of: xhe Lard : . and 
poxyal y embrace Opportunities putinto your and, p 
t y your Love by Obedience ; ct.o the Fleſh ſki 


be a lolcr. or.a ſufterer: by, frt. Yea. you; will ſeghJor 
luch  opporcymiicsy.: ad: comme wich .yaur 
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of thefow ye may bermoſt fervi 
, Or af rereſt of your G-d, 
rae, # Eur if as to theſe 


Matrers yebe cold and carckk, 
well (ſalpedt your ſelves befaile 2nd wnfound 
{ | Pf: 1 


while [gr.che-botron#d! + x\/ 


whik - Queſt. 8. Do ve heartily love and value all that are 
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God himſelf, upon who | 
theſe rogerherand they will help to prove and iliaftrare 


tis Conmand"evts, p Sq ; : tn 
mare 797vte mirk of Smcericy, and maſt ic leſf x4 F 


Gadizy wes f1cb'2 +Ts your delight in the Excellent Ones 


ret 
ly on fi the Earth 2 «or ye love the Socirty- and Convite off ſack 


Prifons'2 "Arey heartily concerned tor their Welfare? Ald 
mtedy-to relarueitbtir Warts 124 Neceſſities. How dwdlleth 
ty Lone of God'#t that Han who ſhitteth up his bounds 

of Compaſſion jrom bis Brotber © 4-Joh. 3. 19. © 
+ The:Heores: of wicked Men riſe againſt thoſe who 
ae'mcore ſtrit and ſerious than themſelves, They cam 
dly afford them. agood Word or Look ;.bur pur Nich- 
Jan's upon them, and: cou'd:; wiſhrthey were roowd 
our ot the Earth. -.Ochcrs chere are, ' who, thonor fo 
 deſperatcly malignant, d» yer- think that leG Carc amd 
ScrtAneſs mighc ſerve the turn, and are offended to 
ſee-rhem make-fo much ado” about Religion. . But all 
thoſe who eruly love God, love hisholy Image-whene- 
ever-chey cayf diſcern ir, love thoſe > Ah are begomen 
of him, love thoſe thar love. him, - as ſuch. So «hate 
Love to the leople of God, is privci pally and s!timate- 
. ly referred ento God himſelf, whois loved is them, 
and'rhey for hus fake.- if Fi ; TIL 
-,1-Joh. 3, 14. We-hnow that we have paſſed fram Death 
amto_ Liſe, becauſe wr-love the Brethren. Buc thety 'yi 
muſt obſerve.ic. iS nor evety lower degree of Love ts 
che Godly, evenas ſuch, that will prove your Sinceth- 
459, bur ir nwſk-he ſuch. a prevailing degree of Loveus : 
ahem, as willargue the | moore. af yaur Love to 
e account they are loved;..Take 


each other, Thus, chap;:g, 2. By this: we 4now that 
we. loue the Children. of .God,- when we love God. and {rep 
chen, love -rd the Brethren i$a. 
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"by this more 'iminediaic ane, viz. Love to.God hinkl,, 
ME - 2; Tr 


. Whay way do your Thoughts moſt netwely|y 
turn 7 fads 8 in an bour of Trouble ? Whenee do ye jedbe 
= ER ſuch 2 time, when ſharp 4fftillinu | 46 
| ard «pon y0u ? ew 

 '*H muſt indeed be acknowledged, thareven Nztwek | ih 
Jef ſeems ro promp Men co look up rewards Ged whey... 
y are under extream Dificulries, and ſome (fy | 4, 
er oe do ir ſooner : oo in _ wen on, the 
greareſt Supporrs and Comforts of Ungodly zre 
uſually as the Crcarure: They hope the Titk 
will curn, and Matters ga better with chem 1n the 
World, and this it is: that keeps them from | 
fomecimes rhey truſt in cheir Riches, ſornerimes in 
Friends; fometimes to their own ConduRt and Mb 
vagement; in ſhorr,-they will curn their Kycs 
_ for Satisfaftion and Eaſe, rather than row 


The Reaſon is plain, they are eſtranged from him, 
#nd hve nor lear'd to rake up with him for their only 
Soul-ſarisfying Porrcion and Happineſs: They like nx 
the choug!:ts ot this, bur ſhun it as a ching unſurablets 
them: They will rather weary themſelves wich a chow 
ſand fruicleſs Arremprs ro find reſt in the Creature, | 5 
rhan feck ir in him who alone can give ir. Perhaps | 
when they arc forced, and even fired out of ail other || 
Refuges, they will then come crying eo God 3 but 
whac can ſuch a gonftrained fhew of Devotion ſignify? | + 
Deuter Dro, jwuntur ereatir. They would, asf 
were, make uſe of God, ro ſerve a rurn, bur their 
Hearts, their Loze and Delight is upon the Crew |; 
ures. | 

_ © -As for the-rruly Godly, the Caſe is otherwiſe with p 
_ rhem, cheir Hopes and Comforts are of a more divine | 
Original. Lord, what waic for.? My hope is in thee? | 4 
 Miths the Fig Tret ſhall not bloſſom, #c. yet will I rjoict || g 
3n.the Lord, Had. 3. 19, 18; Sowttruft ty Chariots, and 
4 tome 
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of I "FReaven. -- : 
. wir Horſes: But we will remember the Nate of the 
Utd or God, Pal. 20.7. There be many that ſay, molto 
' I will ſhew 1s any goud ? Lord lift thou up the Light of thy 
— Sfountenance npon 1, (al: 4 6 In the Multitude of as 
wee 1 thts (Hb. troubleſome perplexed Thouphes 
FI ithin m2 try Comforts deliget my Soul, + 
«#1 Thus che Spirtr &f Aoprion ' reachrth Behievers 

\ hy opentheir Complaints. co their Heavenly Farher; vo 
wel aſttheir Cre upon him at cheir H ppineS ita 
% hey mm, co ferch their Comforrs from him ; And chisas 
(fa Marrer of choice, nor meerly our of con/iraint « The 
"8 3 em of th: Lori i 2 ſtrong Towns : The Rightrons ras- 
wh into 3t and 3s ſafe, Prov. 19. 10. Pal. 94. 32. The 
Lord is iny Defence, and my God zs the Rich of ny Refage, 
They know them elves ro be Stranger* in this Wor'd, 
ad cheretore expeR no grear Matters from it, Heaven 
is$<eir home: Their  Treafurey their Hopes, heir 
kk cheir Hearrs are there, Of this we have full 

f in the Context. as has been already obſerved. - 

ac theſe and ſuch like Queſtions ye may try your 
, | Kare. | 
mf 1 know there are different Jegrecs of Grace 5 
By FJ of tharare truly Godly will not be alib: able ro anſwer 
8X Þ whac has been propoſed: Nor would 1 make fad the 
ctO I Fleart of che * weakeſt ſincere Chriſtian. There 
oth J be greac Failures and Imperfetions, bur that which 
Ie, $1 would a(lviſe ycu to, is firidtly ro obſerve, whar is 
Ps 8 cheprevailing bent of your Hearts inall this. 
Bur T have one Queſtion more, fir for the ſtrongeſt 
bur' f try thenifelves by; cho the weakeft are rat uncon- 
cerned 1n it neither, 


cir Queſt. ro. Do ye love God, as God, for himſelf, aboue 
| your ſelves, or any other Objeft whatſotver ? 

; Thar in point of Dury we ought chus ro love God ty 
ith paſt diſpure, unleſs we will renounce ac once both #ga- 
ne | jor and Religion. Mark. 12. 30. Thes ſhalt love thr Lard 
©! el God with A LL thy Heart, and with 4 L L thy Seal, 
er | ve,rh63131hr firſt and the great Commenament. Mar.2 i 


Coal Foc ”d -cg24 $ Pa f5 thai... 
Ce ' P43 


ga ee er in ht Ie thy 

bow os thy ſelf. Here 'tis. that we ought wh 1g 
God tetally, withour any  Limicarions, or Reſtris 
with all our Power, Mind, and Will; wich a Lowe 
tr anſccading either this of our ſelves, or our Neight. 
boars. 1 ſuppoſe ye will readily grant thac God muff: 
be loved berrer than your Neighbours, and yer l. 

ef 


muſt be loved as your ſelves ; therefore God muſt 
loved herter than your, ſelves too. Thus the 1czſſialy 
$7ecepti is plain. 

Bur. ſmce theres morein the Preceprs of the Divig p 
Law than in the Condition of Salvation ; otherwiſe 4 
None could be ſaved without perfe&t Obedience: They. k 
fore here ariſeth a great Queſtion before us, viz. Whe - 

$ 
o 
9 


ther ſuch a Love1o God, as God, above our {clves, o 
our own Happincſs,&c. 'beſo neceſſary, neceſſitate mai 
that no Man is to be accounted in'a State of Savarig, 
who do:h notrhus lave God better than himſel(? | 
What] haveto fav in aniwer co this, ſhall be digeſle by 

IMothe Jalowing LET culars, wich ſubmiſlion to . 

"Tis ins odd and dangerous to ſay, that thatMin 

BED of Grace, who loverh not God as God; 
doth'nor this ſound very abſurdly and ſtrangely ? We 
willlezyc k to the Ear, which, as Elihu lays, trh, 
If or "1h 34-3 

s clearer by far than che Sun at Noon-day, tha 
God, as God, is infinitely better than our ſelves, and 
the whole Creation beſides, 1 would .nor.ſo much is 
dgnvalue your Judgments as to think, that. ye ſtandiy 
need of having hs froved to you: Nor would [f 
far ez7rv2've your Piery, as to rhink chat there js no 
recd of. feferg it upon. you, that your: Hearts maybe 
ſuiably affe wich Jt. 

. Therefore we Jaye nor God, . as God, if. we love 
wa not Deer an our, ſelves, or Iu, OWn, Sas 
and Happineſs, as ſuch; Eecaulc,as God,he 3s-unfipicely 

3an we ane, .Or,..cart, be, . God +1 - . ymtunrial: 
5 eriginated, indepe deity Rechargeable, 6 60 0; y 
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1} $0 25» 
"1: 4. 'Tis cerrain that God hath deeply implanted in 
4-our Natures a Principle of Seſf-Love:: And that'he 
"3/0 makes uſe of ic, both in mow to our won erm 
© 1 Government. This ir js which engageth us in: 
ſſta "uſe of Means in order to our own Welfare, and is ſup- 
£ in all the Preceprs, - Promiſes and Threatnings 
thar are ſer before %. This Principle neither cax, nor 
ne — » bur ic muſt be ten and 
epr within irs due Bounds, or in ics proper Place, "in 
Wis arder coghe beſt and higheſt Ends. Boogh 
Say - $- Tis alſo evidence char by 'the Apoſtacy -our- 
mah, Self Love is _ become inordinare, perverſe, arid- 
un, f therefore excceding ſinful : So that Self-denial-is 
ene of che firſt ſteps rowards our Recovery, Afte- 


16, 24- 
_ We are fallen from God to our ſelves, and argfor | 
Ma ſetrivg up our own little, carnal, ſupporred Self-Ince- *.3 
x; | £1, an oppoſirion to thar full and proper Intereſt that | 
We he has in us: thar js, we would he Gods to our (tives ; 
Vinh this is the grand fundamental diſorder- of human Na- 
WE wuce, theHeart of the O'd Man. This has disjointed 
hl and rendred us offcnfive ro God, and uneaſy wo 
and | 9 ſelves, and to all about us, till we be reduced and 
"| ferright again. 
wr .  Sothen this ſenſual corrupt Self-Love muſt be mors 
"4: tified; bur lawful and juſt Self-Love muſt be improved, ' 
"1 & was faid before. AN 
"he 6, In aligning the Noon of our chief or ulcimate 
/*} End, God's Glory and our owti Salvacion muſt nothe 
| : For our intention muſt cakein both ; buc 
then che lacrer muſt be conſidered as in tull Subordt- 
pation to 'rhe former, We may and he rodefire 


hes OK 
_ * 


. 'Eod muſt fall in wich bis 
FA alone may have the Glory. + + | 
9. Therefore ro. love God only. of chiefly for qur 
ſelves, ava means to our own Happineſs, is greatly t9 
affroge and diſhogour him, by preferring our ſelves 
before him, the. Creature before the ;Creacox, the: 
filly Intereſt of a crawling Worm, before the glorious, 
ail-comprebending Intereſt of the ſupreme infinire Mes 
jeſty. *Tis to invert; the order of things, while we 
make our ſelves che end, and confider him but asa 
means in order thereto: As if we were hetter, or 
ryoze amiable than he 3 or our Happineſs more valy- 
able than his Glory. Such Profaneneſs is nor to be en» 
dured, but abhorred. Know ye not that the whole 
Creation has no worth 1n it but-whar ts derived from 
God, and to be meaſured by its Relation to him. 

8. To love God with a pure, raiſed, tranſcendeng, 
ſyperlarive Love for himſelf, as the moſt amiable an 
perte& Good, jrom,by,and to whom we and all things elle 
are;. And then to love our ſelves and all other Objeds 
for.him, - as the ſupreme ylcimate End of all; thisis 
the true Mechod of holy Love, towards greater Me 
ſuxes' whereof rhe beſt of us ſhould be ever aſpiring, 
Is,1t not highly reaſonable rhat he who is beſt thould 
be moſt loved? That he who is the Author of our B& 


intend him in all; jna word that the love of our ſelvgs 
' ſhould be ſubjeted ro the higheſt and pureſt Love of 


with, your own Hearts to bring chem to ſuch a Frame; 
lead the _ ”> God _ your yore; rill rhe Fire 
Lindle, and ye be carrie tbove to Him, and 
all by the help of the ke. " 
-:Tis rue indeed, he needs not you, nor your Love, 
neatber can ye be profitable to bim thereby, Fob 22. 2, 
Tour Goodneſs extendeth not ta; bim, Plal, 16. 2. The ad 
vantage 15 like to. be your own, and ſhould nor the 
Glory be his? As carnal inordinare ſui prljng 1500 
betrer than ſo{j-de/ivoying : Sozto go our of ourlelyes, and 


4 


' 


who made all things for him. | 
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10gs ſhould be our, End? - That we ſhould aim ar and: 


Ged? Urge theie rhings upon your ſelves, take pain 
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that we may ſeek God, hve inhim and enjoy Commu- 
pion wich him 3 this I lay 15 the true way roadyance 
our own Inrereſt,  whyſe we ſeem to overlook it; be= 
cauſe by: this Means we ſhalt find our ſelves, and aur 
 Allin God with infinite advanrage, Row much ſome 


' | of the Pecple of, God have. bren carried our inholy 


Zeal for his Honour, above their own parricular Sglf-In- 
weſt, ye may. ſec Exod. 32. 32, Numb. 14. 12» Rom. 
9.3- Which places I muſt-noc now.ſtay to enlarge upon, 
9 Bur here it muſt be remembred, that God being 
immarerial and invitible, 1s not an O'je& of Senſe, nor 
direftly of ſenfirive paſſiywyare Love. Therefore the 
Hearwmay be inwardly, deeply. predominantly, and there- 
fore” f1cerely for God, tho as to the paſſionate part, we 
may find our ſelves more ſenſibly carried our rowards 
other O5je&s, Becauſe rhe nearneſs and ſenfibleneſ(s 
of the Creature promoteth ſuch ſenſible workings in 
the lower fentirive Faculties, and corporeal Spirits. 
As for example : 
- Aﬀincere Chriſtian may be more feelingly affeRted to» 
wards a dear Friend or Relation, or ſome other Greg= 
ture-enjoymenr, than rowards God himſelt; \ yet doth 
& not chercfore follow thar his Heart is more\for theſe 
things chan for God, becauſe were he pur to trial, he 
wou'd fortake all theſe Enjoyments, rather chan for- 
ſake God or quit his Intereſt in him, whereby ir appears 
that his Mind and Wil are more for God, tho the 
lower ſenſicive Appetite work moſt feelingly roward fen- 
fible Obje&s, 
16+ Therefore tho it be eſſential ro Holineſs ro love 
God for himſelf, as cur abtolutely ultimare End, and 
therefore berrer rhan our ſelves; yer there may be 
fome ſecret conception or }eginning of this Loyeinz 
Soul long before the Perion in whom ir is perceives 
it, Beczule we areaptto judg of our ſelves by what 
appears moſt {enfibly 1n us, and to overiook what lies 


"more deep and inward.” Now, as was ſaid hefore,love © 
_ felf, and tothe Creatures, operates in a more ſenfible, 
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becauſe T would ngr make ſad the Hears 
of any whom God would not have made ſad, Ezck. 12, 
22. nor giveanadvantage to Sattn, to diſhuterthe Sou] 
| of the weakeſt fincere Chriſtian ; Let me ſay to ſid, 
> F +) follows 0 4 ; "ce «x 
Suppoſing that ye are farisfied that God,as God,is inf, 
virely'more amiable than your ſelves, and thac he 
E your 2bſolurely. ſupreme,chief or ultimate End z and there- 
\ fore that ye ought ro love him, as ſuch, above your 
». felves. | v ; 

Again, if ye do earneſtly defire that Happineſs which 
coniifis in ſo loving him above any other Happineſ 
wharſoever : Tho m the mean time ye dare nor fay 
that ye love God for himiclf, above your ſelves ; bit 
are, it may be, more ſenſibly and feelingly concerned 
for your own Welfare, that ye may eſcape the Wrath 
ro come, than for his Glory. Yer ye bewail this, and 
defire an Heart to love God more for himſelf: And to 
reter your own Inrereftand all ro him. gitog? 

Why, it-the Caic be thus wich you, I would not 
Have ye-be diſcouraged, or caftdown: For it ſeems to } 
me, that ye have the ſee4s and beginnings of this holy 
Love. tro God for himſelf, whereof we have been 
Ipeakirg: And our Lord will not 5reak the bruiſed Retd; 
nor quench the ſmoghing Flax. 

Ler me thercfore earneſtly beſeech you to pray 
hard for further Influences of rhe Spirit of Love; and 
take pains with your cwn Hearts to raiſe them .more 
above ſelf unro God, that your Spark may become 4 
Flame, an chat ye may be cvenſwallowed up of holy 
Love; So will ye find chat Comtorr, Peace, and afu- 
rance which ye are fo penfively ſeeking and erquiring 
after.  O learn'at lengrh ro-pore Jeſs upon your own 
poor, dark, drooping Souls, and look more ac him who 
» LIGHT, 20d m whom there bs no-Dyrkneſs + 
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mmon fort of the ignorant Pretenders.ro. 
the Love of God and Holineſs, all rhis will ſeem. to- 
. them more ado than needs, Nor- is it difficule co cbo- 

found cheir Prerences: without going thus high. | 

- To theſe I would fay; If (as ye profeſs) ye truly - 

love God, whence is that ye think no more Of- him ? 
And that ye ſpeak no more of him? , And. delighe no 
-more in converſe with him? Are no more concerned 
he is diſhonoured? Nor grieved for your own 
ns, and che Sins of others againſt him? How comes 
iero paſs that ſo many Religious Duries are wholly neg- 
k&ed by you? And others ſo miſerably trifled in, and 
ſpbber'd over? Whence is, jt that your Luſts areſo 
much indulged, and that ye keepin league wich his 
Enemies, &.? Is this the Love ye (ſpeak of? It might 
; well become you to know your ſelyes berrer. 
Thus much for the Uſe of Examination, 


CHAP 25 


| The Exhortation in ſeveral Braxches. 


I. To thoſe who are not yet wrought 

' for Heaven, direfting them what 
Methods to take in order to their Con: 
ver ſion. 


T7 may juſtly be expeced that the Iſſue of the 
fore-going Examination will be various, according 
to the differenc Scare or Circumſtances of the Perſons 


ſelves frrienſy therein. on OTE 
1. 'Tis-not uncharitable to ſuppoſe, . thinbſome may 


find great reaſon to conclude thas-- this Fehewing 
2 ; I;  Tlange 
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who ſhall chink ic worch their while ro: cancern thetn . 


V "7 
S 7 I 


. Charige has not yer upon them; a /ad-Concluſj 

| ou ry REES ro be made where 'cis ne 
O happy Congregarion jncleed, if this were an unrea- 
fant Snppoiniont happy. 1 ſay, if all among you 
were thus wrought for Heaven ! | 

2. 'Tis likely chere 'may- be others nor alcogether 
without hopes, that this great Change 1s wrought ups» 
onthem. nor yer withour, Fears ot the contrary, but 
full of Doubr+ and Heficarions abour it. A 

. And ſurely there are ſome among you, who, 
through Grace, are ale comfort :bly co conclude, thax 
they are indeed paſſed from Death co Life 3 whoſe 
Hopes do qui-e overrop -— Fe'rs in :h's Matter. 

Now that which I would endeavour, through God's 
Affiſtance, is, ro ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to all theſe iy 
order, 

To the firſt ſort, with deep concern for them, trem- 
bling over them, travelling in #i-th wich them ul 
Chcift be ftormed in them. Help Lord ! 

To the ſecond, with a due Mixture of Tendernef 
and Judgment, Compaſſionand Diſcrecion. 

To the third, wich humble Thankfulneſs and an 
Heart enlatged in Love to God and our Redeemer, that 
our Joy may be full. 

All this, I fay, I would do, bur of my ſelf can do 
nothing, O tor more Faith inthe bleſſed Spirir of our 
glorified Head. f | 

And now I proceed to the Exhorration. 

T. To thoſe who are yet inan unregenerate State, 

Come, come, - beſtir your ſelves 3 whar have ye been 
doing all this while ? what are ye dreaming of? Iris 
high time to awake our ot fleep, and co haſten your 
eſcape from the Wrath to: come, while there is yet 
Hope. * Little know ye but your Glaſs may be almoſt 
Fun, and yeralas your great Work is undone, Let me 

to you, as Gen. 19. 19. Eſcape for your Lives, look 
xot behind you, leſt ye be conſumed. 


- Ut therefore, ye would be converted and ſaved, let 


Me a!ſo preſs upon you the following DireRions, 
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ſion, {0 Lord;my God, I beſeech thee, ſendme 


"#bance, if muſt be by choice ( through 
all, - And is it likely chat the Will? 
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this day ;/ and grant that the ſtrong holds of Sataty | 


be broken g-and the Intereſt of chy Son, my Lord 


advanced, and that the Kingdom of Glory mayabe haft. 

ened : Lord*remember the Requeſts (tho roo few, and 

ed) rhat have beet) pur up-ro Heaven both in publick 

avd 11 ſecret on this behalf, and givea gracious Anſwer, 
\ 


Even fo. Amr. | 


Dir2f, 1. Set your ſelves in good earneſt co the ſe- ; 


rious Conſideration of your Spiritual Concerns, Ex 
erciie your moſt ſober deliberare Thoughts abour thetn. 
Ye wi/l find one Day thar is would have been berter 
for you nor to have had Reaſon, than nor to aſe ic abour 
the Intereſts of your Souſs. Better I fay that ye had 
filled up the room of the meaneſt Gn't, Worm, or 
Mole in the Creation, than of Men, if ye do not im- 
prove -nd vfe your ncbleſt Facu'ries ro their proper 
Ends, Ye can think naturally and eafily, early and 
late, with much earneſtne's and conſtancy abour other 
Mariers, how to buy aud ſell, and ger Gain, and other 
fuch imporcant Triffes, 'pardon the ContradiQion for 
*is of your own making.) Butl-r me ask you, have 
ye-no rhoughts to ſpare abour your Erernal Concerns, 
where ye muſt dwell for ever, what ſhall become of 
your immortal Souls, when they muſt abidein Fleſh no 
longer? Do nor theſe things deſerve ro be thought 
of ? Whar do ye think your Reaſon was given you for ? 
Can yeexpett to le ſanRtified and ſaved without any 
Endeavours of your own in order thereto ? Or 1s it 


_ Hkely your Endeavours ſhould be to any purpoſe, uti 
fs your Minds be firſt awakened, to proceed ratio- 
'nally in the Matter? Toask your (elves what ye are'? 


Whence ye came? Where ye are placed? Whither 
ye are going ? Whar ye hqpe to 0? Try to anſwer 


theſe things co your ſelves. I muſt nor ſtay to enlarge 


ligious by 


upon chem : Do nor expe& ro become 
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the: Caſe, gn roſa 
Laderſtanding be convinced of the Worth-and E 
lewey of them ? And whert Convition winhour Conb- ac 


I cough I had. rold you before, tharGod works jo 


as rational Creatures, upon the Will b 
Mokerion of the Underſtanding: Bur'tis the 2s |: 
| = 
the 
+; 


Saranro we. Ln aſleep incarnalSecuriry, to God ye our 

Thoughts other employment, that he may divert 

from conſidering theſe things, ſor which your R 

was principally given you: And are ye willing thus to: 

be led ay to Hell? (Lord, open their Evesthatt 

rhey.may ſee); O think howye will ever be able tO-@uhs 

{wer it to God or your own Conſciences, that ye hav 

been ſo ſlupidly inconfiderate, as to the things of your 

everlaſting Peace? All Wickedne(s may bereſolvel. 

into Inconſiderarencſs. I/a. 1. 3, 44 #y People dah 

wot confider, Ah tinſul Nation! a'Pcople laden wth 

Tniquity, 

Well then, Sirs, if ye think your Souls worthſs [# 
much Labour, I would offer ro yoy ſome Particulaty 

- £o be conſidered in the following order. b: 

x. Conſider well how ſinful and miſerable,at ue v 

generate State is. ſu 

As for the ſinſulneſs of it. Tr is a State of Hoſti'iry 0 
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againſt Heaven. In Scriprure account all unregenerate 
Men are Enemies to God, yea Enmity it (elf. Rom. 
8.7. Col. 1.21. They are faid ro concemn him; der 
p_ 8 ſpiſe kim, and to caſt him behind their back: 
| + Kkickagainſthim, they hate and abhor him, Ze.h 12 
| Hy Soul loathed them, ana their Soul alſa abh 
me. Is nor this, think you, 2 ſinful Stare indcedh 
And is it not in ſome reſpet ſo much the worſe, w* 
thar they. profeſs or pretend to the contrary ? Withs 
their Mouth they ſhew much Love: bur ja reality, 
do. alienare chernſ@ves trom him who has the-. 
molt full and abſolute propricty in them. They rebel 
againſt their moſt Righreous Governour ; and : 
wy abuſe the Riches of his Mercy and G 
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het they trend under-fooe 'the Son of God. and willnoe- © © 
eld: | thar he ſhould reign grer chem, and are | 

Hzecounted Enemies; and muſt expe to be i 
-» {accordingly, Lub. 19, 27. But thoſe mine Enemits which 
rs: | would not that T ſhould 1tign over them, bring bither, and 
the\ | fy them before me. They do deſpite anto the Spirit of 
nes | Grace, Heb. 10. 29. And in all this they prefidiouſly 
ous: | break their baptiſmal Covenant, wherein -rchey were 

F mp cog Father, Son, and Holy 
I Avd withal they wilfully deſtroy themſelves, 
6: and wrong their own Suuls, Bur that brings me ro 
ar } the other Conſideration. | 
» | :4n anregenerate State is 2 miſerable State, How ſhould 
I ihe otherwiſe? Can a Man hirden himſelf againſt 
God and proſper? No, no: Such Perſons are under 
theWrath apd Indignation of the Almighty, an Aby- 
miparion to him; he is of purer Eyes than ro behold 
them. His _— is armed with moft dreadiul 
Curſes, and Threatnings againſt them. God ſhell 

the Head of his Enemies; and the bairy Scalp of 

ths one as gorth on ftill in his Treſpaſſes, Pſal, 68. 2t. 
"They are Slaves of Satan, led Captive by him at his 

wit,- who employs them in treaſuring up unto them- 
ſaves Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath : Even the 
Offers of Goſpel-Grace which are daily made tothem, 
# they ageravare their Sin, , will a!iſ{o make their Can- 
demnatrion heavier. Thus that which was deſigned for. 
theie Good, becomes the ſ2zowr of Death anto Death 
ate they. What ſhall I ſay? They arc Heirs of Hell, 
cotidemned already in Point of Law; tho Judgmenc 
has not yer paſſed the final Sentence: They are not ſure 
-of being ſpared an hour longer. One would think this 
[ſhould make them ill ar eaſe, till che Afﬀairs of their 
Souls be in a bercer poſture, ; 

'Tis wonderful co think what ſhift they make to 8- 
void the Anticipations of Hell in their own- Breaſts. 
Pur all chis together, and then tell me whether ir benoe 
a miſerable Srarc. Pſal. 50. 22. Now confidty thus, ye 
EIS Oe, if 3 fort ey is ures, and the Love 
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+ woe The voul's Prey ati "Fe b* jr 
- hink next what grearthings Godhimfe!f has dau 
M-order to your deliverance*rgm "this finful, nib 
rable” Stare : + Tho your Trinf reſſians be many wii 
Heinous, he has provided 4 Ranſom for you , «the Blogyfl 
of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from aiFSin.” Tho'your:NfÞ 
tutes be exceedingly corrupted, his Holv Spirir 6 hep If 
and ready to helpand heal you, if ye do not willdhg 8 
refiſt aid grieve him..' Prov. 1, 23. Tiwn ye of nb 
proof : bebo'd, I will pour o»t my Spirit unto 'you. "hy 
your ſpiritual Enemics be ſtrong. iubiul, and 


ye lirtle deſerve 10 be thus reared, "cis yet pur fo ff 
choice thar ye may be happy if ye will be holy 
Throne of Grace if ereted tor your encourage; Þ 
God hach ſwo-n by himſelf char he del gh's nor rl 
Ruin and Deſtruftion, bur rarhcr chat ye ſhould repay: 
and live: He condeſcends in a wav of Mere 
Forgiveneſs ro reaſon che Caſe witn vou': "Twi, ud 
turn ye, why will ye die? Ceaſe to do eui4, lenintht 
well, Come now, and let 5 rr aſon togft ber; faith the LM: 

tho your Sins be as Scarlet, they hall oe as white as Snit; fn 
"tho they be red like Crimſon, they hill be as Wool, Wh 
xT.16, 17,18. Ina word, Matters are brought © far ff $' 
order to your Recovery, that nothing bur youromſſ®* 
Wilfulneſs and final [Impenirency can be your ruin © 
- 3, And now corfider what it 15 thar God expe BY 
from you in compliance with the Methods of his Gras # 
wiz. Thar from a deep ſenſe ot your paſt Folly, #g*t 
a belleving Apprehenſion of his Mercy 2nd Goodnehhf 
Chriſt, ye do fincercly turn unto him through. chi 
great Mediator, and thetÞ all's your own. Arena" 
theſe Terms highly reaſonable? ' Are "they 'not" fl 
of+rich Grace and Benigniry ? Canye'imagin thar ig 
"ihe: Metey ſhould ſtoop lower? Wenld yebcial + | 


on fk phil o rea xo perſiſt in your-En- 
Pay re againſt God } .Whar then.would became of - his 
/ {bf linc(s ard Purigy;/ of his Truth, his Government, his 
Blogdfalfiex 10 1c Juſticeand Righteouineſ: ? Would ye have an 
ef cereſtin Chriſt while ye wiltully rejet him? Would 
ok be ſaved by his Blood, without being tanRified by 
lt irit, and governed by his Law? Or would ye have 

we þ- races and Comforts of the H« ly-Ghoſt while ye 
Th geftill quenching and reſiſting hi: Intiuences? Inſhore, 
|) rel] what ye would have? Think well of ir, 
Lye will find eirher that you: Defires' are utterly 
Inmodeſt and unreaſonable, or eſe that he is ready to 


ME: alſo how many Millions are got ſafe to 
who were once at as great a diſtarce from ir 

The Saipts now in Glory were by nature Chil- 

r | dren of Wrath as well as others, befides the Guilr of 
{ many-actual Tranſgreſfions ; How Jong did! many of 
} [ow it out againſt che Calls of Divine Grace 
ye havedone?- bur ar /aſi they yie'ded, andſo e- 


ninks this Conſideration ſhould animate 
"7&8, yea and even cnflame you with 
us Ang ion of atraining the ſame Happineſs, 
eto many pdor Sinners found Mercy! why then 
bx ſand ye looking one upon another, as it ye could nor 
16;0 find our hands? Are yecontenr.co pine away in your 
|;0 Iniquicies? Oz ! up and be doipg, and che Locd in 
ar pea Mercy be with you. 

on; 5. Conſider how little the World- or Fleſh ſignify 
» to counter-ballance the rum of your immortal Souls. 
LE Mhat would it profit a Man if be ſhould gain the whale 
I orlg? 8c, Ye are groſly ignorant of the nature and 
a Fapaciries of your own Souls, it ye think that rerrene 
' ſenſual Delights and Enjoymenss will ſarisfy them. 
Js $$. 2c. What tho the Fleſh ſhould be abun- 
y provided. for, ard fair deliciouſly-every 6 

a ye will till find (omerhing within you char is noe fil 
A kd ſo is the fulneſs of your (ufficiency ye will be in ftraits, 
| Aud beſides Cyearure-en)oyments _ 
- cert an 


Ml as Sufficient : They 1» 
Je mg be taken from.chem. 
to your miſera»le Souls in 

ke, the fleſhly Proſperity and 
Will your Poffeſſions, Sp rt, and | 
into Ecernity? Qr will noe the remembran 0 fie 
rather cur you to the very Heart? When deg doon aſs 
to everlaſting diſconſolace Darkneſs, ye ſhall n "s 
able ro forper how fooliſhly ye deſtroy'd your I | 
for mcer Tritles. Sov: 

O cor:fider _ and do not hazzard your Souls ld: 
« thing of ought By 1. 

How faſt arc ye poſting continually rowards Euj 
nity? Your continuance on Earth is like to be bur ſhunlſa; 
ar longeſt: And by reaſon of irs uncertaing At 
prom ove much ſhorrer than ye are willing to imaginwith 
| of, Do ye nor. ſee others. daily dropping ith 
the Grave betore your Eyes, even ſuch a: were as 4 
ly for Life as your ſelves? And how little do ye 
how ſoon. your turn m:y come! an _ if 
Glaſs ſhould be run before your Workfe 
Jacgnexen lc may be when _ ar __ 

odgmenc arc upon you, ye willcthen'© ry our fc 
2 Bur how litcle reaſon have Ye to expe 

ach Cries ſhould be cegarded,* from Perſons who ne : 
tified away ſo much time already to no purpoſe 2: 
Labour ſo to. number your Days as te apply your Hearth 


Wiſdom. 

6. Conſider how 247 the Toke of Chriſt i 5 0 
we Burden, Mar. 11. 30. , know indeed ron 

ace Men are deeply prejudice be. 

muy——t ſerious Godlinels ; Donde through ou 
Corruption, and partly through the Malice and SW 
tilry of the Devil: And therefore ſuch. Prejudix 
muſt needs be moſt unworchy and unreaſonable. 
ſhould there be any Reaſon or Truth the 
* of Truch and Reaſon? His Service is perſett 8 ; Mi aw; 
. Commandments art nat grievow, Here let = on abi | 
- + r—_ with you bring forth - your Kron 
EL 


eh | BF 
Hs 
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Fo God? Do Ear they will young won 
ye ro 
Px tage-in the World? Why, are og 
Hearn that's Man's Liſe corfpteth not in the 324k ang 
his which he poſſeſſeth + Luk. 1 2.1g. Our hea- 
waly- Facher knows how far we have need of theſe. 
s, #1&is ableto furniſh a Table inthe Wi'derneſs. 
e(uſt him noc with our Souls, we are undone 5 
v we'do, i@ir gor very abſurd to diſtruſt him as . 
pour outward Concerns 7? Whar a prepoſterous kind 
--Sollicirude is this! If I have rold ye ea 
""Yſhings and ye believe not; how ſhall ye believe if: 
Tre 4 wh zot heavenly Things ? Zob. 1, 12. 1 coly abald. 


$I l6r-2re there wanting promiſes to reſt upon this 
1% Serb firſt the Kingdom of God, —— and all 
Lag | thiags ſhatt be; added, Mat. 6. 33, 1 Tim: 4-8. 
+ Godlineſs 'is profit able unto all things, _— the. 
vr ie of the Life that now #, &c. Pal. 37. 3. Truſt. 
« Lord. and do'good ; fo ſhalt thou will} in The Lank, 
>» Wy thou thalt be fed. Beſides the promiſcof. 
{ Fold xo thoſe who forfake their worldly 

es for his Names ſabt, Mat. ig. 29 
do yea rehend chart ir will rendco your diſhonour 
pe ſiritly -inthe holy Ways of God? - Anfw. 


Ti _ery ſmaſl-marter ro be judged of Mans Judg+ 
n Thoſe that honour God, be will hanour : Bat they. 
E, N "It him; ſhall be lightly eftcemed; 
' af 2a think that a Life of Holineſs is irkſome or un- - 
: ? dvſw. It ve conſider rhe Duties cnjoyned,-/- 
y » Promiſe annexed, . the Supports and Aſliſfances 3 
 onffguchſafed ro che Godly, the Experience and Teſti- + '$3 


| 5 5 of thoſe who have tried the Pleaſures of borh 
ce) or the-wmue Nocioa of Pleaſure ir ſelf; you 
100 Sian reaſon *ro conclude rhar chere are 
; Got w joy comparable ro thoſe of the Godiy; Butchar 
ot | s (6 nexccliech Folly as much as. Light doch Dark- 
0 (hooks, > Th wat of Holineſs are waji of PO 


bo L 


Pe he - 
v4 
T4 
x 


= 8 


US. oft Srions clntkig derarion endexvoui 
r6'Uſpoiteſs' theſe Prejudices which he root 
the Hearrs of: unrepenicrate Men againſt Religion: The 


is enough to be ſaid to ſhew how” vait and frivoldgſs: 
their Obje&jons are, Therefore ler your Reaſon wh 
fully farisfied in the caſe 3; do not fiand in yours 
Light. plead 'not for your Diſeaſe, nor ind 
DEk againſ} things which yeknow not: Fi iry, D 
then judg : Iris not cavilling againſt ySur Duty whit 
will ferve toexcuſe you from it. 4 
'5, Confider what great encouragemen =_ have h ls 7 N 
bly ro expe che aſſiſtance of ſpecial Grace, if 4 J |= 
carefully improve' the Abilties and Helps thar are 
ready granted you.. Ir's likely that S:tan and your owC- 
corrupe Heares may ſuggeſt ro you, thar it why | 
urpoſe to crovble your Thoughts abour cheſe 1s 
becauſe ſpeciil Grace is the Gift of God, who fe 
th bis own as be pleaſeth. Bur to this T anſwer ; Thy 
*i{s- rue thar Grace 1s a free Gifr, elſe ir were 00 
Grace : Yet ic doth not therefore follow char ye mfr 
fic t}-in'a Naggiſh Stvpidiry, aud expe to be ſave $0 
without any care of concern of your own about if I'®) 
Are not che Mercies of common Providence,' bt 
Food, -'Raiment, Friends, Health, &>c, the Gift 
God? Will ye cherefore argue that no care is tos | 
raken about theſe things? How-rhen comes it top 
that your Thoughts and Endeavours are employed aff reſt 
ly ?nd l:te in the World, and for ir? Ir ſeems ye WI" 
moſt wilting r> be impoſed upon, and to have a Ck k jy 
for your Sloth in ſpirirual Matters 3 tho ye wol - 'j ba 
loueh ar him who ſhvuld argue ar-the ſame rare a: _—_ 
remporal Concerns; $, 
"Therefore, to be plam with you, Tmuſt _ 4 
$ 
& 


"_ : 


Up 


ye ave no reafen coexpe the help of 
while through meer 'S!oth and Perver e wil 
nor Exctre your natural Faculties, nor rite [- 
Convictions and ochier Helps of common-Grace w 
are vouchſated#you.' Bur rarher 'ye may. "Ki 
left '# ſhou'd be giyen up (0 2 pays 0 
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LD Thea of Helens pate 
_—_ ſhall ſlay them, Prov. 8, 


x cher bt Hand yearepor deſtirure of. Eq- 

ann. bf 3 ing ce earneſt: ve fall cothe work: 

Ks = beye will tay that yc have no full proper Pro- 

iſe ro depend upon for ſpecial Grace, tho ye ſhould 

prove the common Helps thar are given you. . But 

re ler'me ask you, Are there\nor many dreadful 

Mhirez.oings ro the floathfu! Neglettors of this grear 

Wyarion? Are ye not earneſtly invirec to came in, and 

ic pt of Chrift ? Is nor the Tod with whom ye have 

| ud o merciful and gracious ? Is nor the great Redeem. 

r-full- of Compaſlſions ? Are ye not commanded fs 

wenbe Lord while þe may be ſound, and to call upon bins 

Mah i near 2 Ia. 5g 6,9: And 1s. there nor 4 &ioule 

da} of Encouragement in all this? H+s God let yuh 

mile put needleſs unproficable Wok 2 Will he noc'be. 
ound of them thar ſeek tim ? Doh not he love 
lneſs berter than ye ? Ard wif he not be 4s x 
wn w-vouchſate the ſan'*j'ying influences of hay 

a you are craly to: defi,e and | b-vr after them ?= Wits 

; nyc 3e t und in him, that ye ſho«la envecredl 

'thean, low, narrow: r..oughts of his ? 

Ewhere is the Man, and what is his Name that ch fay, 

: Lord, I did to my uimoſt improve the helppthou-ga- 

exnxlt.me, and yer rhou retute'ſt ro piverme more? 

| \northe caſe quite contrary ?. Thave called, and ye bave © 

Joak fed; 1 have ſtretched out my Hans,and no» Man reganlled 

ol 7 Prov. i. 24. What got the florh'ul Servart'byy” 


ayind, 1 knew thee, that thou art an bard Man ? Mats: 'S- 


$, 24. Did this excuſe him tor hiding his Lord's Mo- 
" KEE but one Talent } the Earth? 
me make che Marcer yer. Plainer by a familiar 
pariſon, - 
| Sepoi forme prear Pritidfvy Nobleman, fambus 
br Bounry-and- Kindneſs co the: diftrefled, who bes 
r0iding @ forforn hejpleſs Coping vente 
ly and taking company 
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- nr_s boy 1 rent r | y, whoſe Ciralh 
thoin all chi here be nor. full dire& Promiſe maddh 


Encouragement? Poor bl 
the Caſe ſtands berween Chriſt and thee : And berg 
thou arc blind, he appoints his Servants to lead this 
him ; and this is the Ecrand upon which I am caſh 
thisday : do nor ſay. bur thar help was offered they Y? 
8. Confider how liccle all chat ever ye have dow 
Marters of Religion will avail you ifye go not thrawhÞ: 
with the Work. 1f ye be butalmoſt perſwadedyyts 
Chriſtians, ye will be buc almoſt ſayed. It maylez 
expe great Matters from your frequenr cuſtany 
Attendance upon Goſpel-Ocdinances, and your makiy 
2 more ftri& Profeſlion of Religion than many bihiy 
'do: But O remember, The Kingdom of God i wth 
Word, but in Power, 1 Cor. 4. 20. Moy will ſay ith 
great Day, Lord, Lorgi, bave we not prophe/ied i 
- Naine 2 and in thy Name have caſt out Dewnis * Mayy, 
22. which are greater things than ye can prereadity 
Yet wilibe profeſs unto them, I never bnew you: Bilal 
from me ye that work Tniquity, Veri. 23. The fog 
Virgins had Lamps of Profeſſion, Mat, 25. but 
riſhed for want of Oil, tix. true Grace. In ſhory, 
that ever ye have done in the Service of God: mz 
prove bur loſt labour, as to any ſaving Benefir, ext 
. your Hearts be effeHually wrought upon and rurnedis; 
© God, as has been fully opened and proved alreadyu7 
. -Qcoalider this well; have-ye done, and ſome of wilt 
ſeffertd io many things in vain? if it be yet in vain,Gal qalſi#t 
Yea, hath ſo wcb labour been brſtowed upon you in watt: 
Chap. 4- 11. So much Grace received in vais,, 20s 
(2 Ohow birter will theremembrance of rhefe chill; 
be one Day ! How wit picrce you ro the very Henlhet 
19-chink, a'az! isa)l my Profcflion, . Prayers, MS. 
ing. Cc. come to this! Namely, the Hypaceltenl 
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/ is like to be ? Do yei 
d will Marys ſtrive wich the: 


| "Yeripear e, bur will compenſare that fly oy 
dn, be Goſpel Diſpenſarion is moſt (pirigual, ſb 
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ry a rigs Fr 
. weight of them, that to the. 
| firitly and BET to gon 
wy _ one) a'great parr of 2 Chriſtian's. 
be 2 good Preacher to himſelf: 


I0Y dof this 15 2 lawful and a gain ul w: 
« Preachiog. No Body here cat make of 
«Call, nor deny rhee a Licence,nor filence ther, if thy 
© filencenorthy ſelf, Ienlcegs powerful Prey 
.-.* cher, and plead with th Soul as he 15 worth 
*& db with his Hearers, [MF Barker) | DIA 
"Tho ſuch Conſiderations may Wound?” pierog, it 
gl Is. for the preſent, *tis ſo much the berter 3) 
nnded thar Je may be hedſed 3" ye mult 
ſi ar ye may te bound up: Therrutttis yeha 
-Whundcd your ſelves already, and ſo much the work, 
*by how much5e reſets ſenſible of it ; your purriit Y + 
'U'cers muſt be ſearth'd to the botrom If ever 1 cy; 
"pet athcrow Cure: Your ſluggiſh Hearrs-muſt he. 
wakened ro Purpoſe ; ; ye have ſlept roo long... O labbar'$ "4 
to degeeply conyincedof your paſt folly; rill' ye; 4 | 
-under, the weight of har Guile which yehave contrap-F +, 
"red = "Remember ye are ruined to al) Irirenrs and Py ms 
your Guilt be nur removed';- ani cherefore Alt EY 
_— Caſe 15 nor to be reſted in. i. 


®... There is yer hope for you, By no rime 10 Fi N 
"Thereſcre, £ 


eg. WL tehly vecelſiry tat 9b es ; me 4 
rec Reſlation | in the caſe;* In Etna | + 
do your urtnoſt <9 pur _ ivieu 


\ Fu Cr fir boot ©, bark Ir,' Ten erens 
old, dull; ſiupi: row: + 
WE 8 , -chis is wilfylly co deſtroy your 
,, whom can ye blatne buc your ſe Mes 
. "+ br hgrbevrk in Deſpair ? This 18 
"v | bg pe A chef R-a0 Ac: 


4 eur crimes are not in youp' own Hands, 


carr th 
beg 


I : ” and Y Death cierrake you before the 2s bed 
T0. 1 >, "my 


ore] ſay, 
-other Reſolutions ICEened] 


74 'm pci 

Na 7 26 more pecially tbe erent 
le 1 ſrow Godg.aud Ennity againſt blue, 5 
dinate propen on fo the Creature, mr. which 
the Ad Man doth mainly confift;* © 77 


. * Progeed thenro conſider "rhioſe 'aftual aaa Tranrefſick 
which havealt along iſſued from UE Corrapeiin w, = 


Your loſs of precious Timeg7mifimprovement 
pel-Ordmances and Means” of Grace 3 your: Pride, 
Paſſion, "Earthlingſs, Serfualiry, &4 Confeſs theſt 
Grey and feelingly in" rhe Preſence of "Goth 
Lab>curto /into- art mgenyous Child-like Sorrow; 
Porno ren ro (0 good and grep | 


That Sorrqw for Sin which proceeds only from v ] 
of Puniſie ; ive Sorrow of aghlave, and may 


to hand by holy Love ro'God, . which [it | 

wchtSouta rational heatry G Grieffor irs Tran 

go? __ "Thiel and Refolurion apditſt } 

$ Repent ance on dead 2 

ani towiriiiGod, Co F Wy 'F 

Ht thi: choereth pon, . 
 cnſeſir Me? ofaocai 
j- FE, a3:Macters 


=. wh wv AK. T 
. T Boe ſaned againſt Realm, and in hy felt, 92 tins | 
'J ore worthy to-bt-ralled thy Son, &e. 
-24 Thankſully acknowledg. the: Bighes 
Grace, in thar God is yer pleafed to offer | 
Geſeconcliztien was Peace. The Golden Scepier; 
an <> royou-diatye may touch ir and liye,.. | bee 
jar. mars = you, and pur Life and Vi- 
tr g5y Þ and draw .ouc your very 
pin 'm nee Bens crurns-of Love ook Logd,d ts there 
Fee. e; is there uch an oneas T ? 
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Jam. x. 4. If you be maimed in one part, all the reſt 
will fare the worſe for that. Remember, Inregriry is 
the Glory of a Chriſtian; wiz. that no part be lacking. 
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Service of God, and in the deyoredneſs of your Sou. 


rohim. And again, think nor that any Worſhip of 
Service you perform to God will be accepted, whik 
ſecond-Table- duties are wilfully negleted, Iris the 
deſign of Religion ro make us betrer and more uſeful 
in every Relation and Capacity wherein we ſtand; 
1 Pet. 2,16, 17. 2Pet.1. 5s, ©c. Tit. 2.12, Weare 
enjoined ro live SOBERLY, RIG HTEOUSLT 
andiGODLY in this preſent World, viz, We muſt be 
Sober in the Government of our Senſes, Apperites, 
AﬀeRions, &c. Righteous in our dealings with Men; 
doing to others as we would that they ſhould do ro us. 
Godly in the Tendency and Inclinacion of our Souls 
rowards God, and the ſerious Diſcharge of Religious 
Duries, | 

To conclude this Head ; Be not fo intent upon any 
one part of Dury as to overlook the reſt. Then ſhall. 
we not be aſham:d when we have reſpef unto all God's 
Commandments, Pſal. 119.6, I eſteem thy Preepts cot 
cerning all things to be right; and I hate every falſe way, 
ver. 128, | 

4+ Continue inſtant in Prayer. The People of God 
are called in Scriprure a Generation of Seekers, Pal. 24- 
6. So Pſal. 24. 8. When thou ſaidſt, Seek ye my Fact, .MY 
Heart ſaid wito thee, Thy Face, Lord, will Tſtehk. How 
"{ do ive find this Duty preſs'd upon us! Proy al- 
. E 7 Ways, 
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' for Fhaven. | 
Ways, pray and ſaint not, watch unto Prayer. Pray to 
your Father which ſeth in ſecret, Pray tvery where, pray 
without ceaſing, &ec. Yea, we find the holieſt Pertons 


frequently employed in chis holy Dury. -Plal. 55. 17. 


Evening and Morning, and at Noon will I pray, and cry 
aloud, and be ſhall bear ny Voice, Pſal. 199. 4. T prayer, 
ſo ir is in che Hebrew: As if he were made up of 
Prayer. It were eaſy to heap up more Examples, bur 
I forbear. OSirs, 'it is on our Knees char we muſt 


' ger Strength to walk with God. The atuaring of holy 


Defires, and preſenting themi ro God, muſt needs tend 
inirs own Nature to ſtrengchen thoſe Habirs of Grace 
from which ſuch Defires proceed. Beſides, as ic is che 


je emance of an undenjable Duty, (ſhould nor 2 


ople# ſeek unto their God?) a moſt reaſonable 


| piece ot Service, ſo an anſwerable Bleſſing may be ex- 


petted upon it. God 5 the Rewarder of them that di- 
ligently ſee him. 

Open tny Mouth wide, and I will fill it, Pſal. 81. 10. 
Axk for great things, and wirh great Earneſtneſs ; come 
not with mean poor narrow thoughts of the Divine 
Goodueſs ; be not cold nor lazy in your Requefts. 
Blifſid are they that hunger and thirſt aſter Righteouſneſs, 
for they ſhall be filled. Mar. g. | 

A learned Divine mentions ſecret Prayer in the 
fore-front of thoſe Dutjes ro which our Souls arc 
nacurally moſt backward. { Mr. Baxter. ] 

. Now one would rhink our own Nececfbties ſhould 
even conftrain us to ir. Alas, how ſhould we live 
without it! and how much doth ir concern us toſtrive 
againſt our Indiſpoſition ro ic! How ſweer 15 a Ducy 
when reſcued our of the Hands of Difficulries ! 

OSirs! whenceis it that God hears noofiner from 
us, and with no greater fervency? Surely frequenc 
and earneſt Approaches to the moſt holy God would 
be agrear means co make us more like him, 

Remember, God has ways enorw to bring you £© 
your Knees, What if dark Clouds ſhould ariſe upon 
you, or ſome ſharp Aftlition hcfal you ? then 'cis ke | 
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ly, you would come crying after him, ' and ſeek him 
my Hof. g. 1 Ho NT add without ſo much ado!. 
why ſhould nor gentler Methods prevail with you? 
Be but acquainced with your own Hearrs,and you need 
not want either Macter. or Mortives for this great Duty, 
Never expet to grow uf Grace, wirhour keeping up. 
Life and Fervency in Prayer. 2 

Give me leave to ſhut up this Head, with a Paſlage 
which I lately mer with in the Life of the Excellent 
Mr. Philip Henry. To che Publiſher whereof I here 
_—_ my moſ} humble Thanks, 'Tis as fol- 
oWs 5 

« Pag. 78+ Be ſure you look to ſecret Dury, keep 
<« that up whatever you do; the Soul cannor proſper 
<« in the negle& of ic. Apoſtacy generally begins at 
<« the Cloſer-door, ſecret Prayer is firft negleRted and 
<& carele(siy performed, then frequently omitred, arid 
« after a while wholly caſt off; and rhen farewel God, 
« and Chriſt, and all Religion. | 

gs. Learnthe Arr of holy Meditation. *Tis by this 
thar we draw in Life, Strength and Sweerneſs from 
thoſe great Goſpel-Truths, which inconſiderate Perſons: 
lay by as if they were dead or uſeleſs things. *'Tis 
this that enlargerh our Knowjedg and clears our Ap- 
prehenſions in ſpiricual Matters, and fers on work' 
our Reſolutions, AﬀeRions, and all che Faculties and? 


Powers of our Souls; cis a Soul-improving Duty in-: . 


deed. Nor can you want Matter for ſuch Meditation, 
if you will bur ſec your Thoughts ar work, and keep 
them cloſe to ir. | " 

Meditate upon the gloriqus Excellencies ard Per- 
tet;ons of the bleſſed God, his Power, Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, Hoiineſs, Truch, All-ſufficiency : Think I 
fay on cheſe, and think again,rill becoming Impreſſions 
be wrouyhr upon your own Spirits, .changing you from 


*\, Glory toGloy, 2 Cor. 3. 18. Think not upon God in a 


* Ilighcy or prdinggy.manner, but with the greateſt Re- 
verence and Admyragon, leſt you take his Name in 
vain, whereof you may be guilry in thought as well 

Ts eh - 7 


* for Heaven. © 
95-10 words... Let..every Thought of God be mighty 
upon Jou,..and participate in ſome ſutable Meaſure of 
the greatnels of 1s Almighty Object. 

. Think much on your blefſed Redeemer, who he was, 
whar he did, what he ſuffered, and why, as alſo whar 
he has further promiſed ro do, Thus let Chriſt dwell 
in your Hearts, : 

. Think on the Holy Spirit of Grace, call ro mind his 
Iftfuences and Operations upon your Souls, how infi- 
nicely you are obliged ro him, how much you have 
ſtill co do with him. How dirc& and explicite you 
ought to be in your aRings of Faith upon him, as 
well as upon the Farther and the Son. And how care- 
i you ſhould be to carry becomingly rowards 

1m. ® 
. . Think on the Holineſs, Purity and PerfeRion of the 
Divine Law, how ſweer, how reaſonable, how ad- 
yanrageous thar Obedience is which God has required 
of us. O bow I love thy Law! it 3s my Meditation all 
the Day, Plal. 119. 97. 

Think on the Heavenly Perfection, whar the Saints 
in Glory, and the blefled Angels are doing, what they 
are enjoying, til your Souls be on the Wing, longing 
ro he joined to that holy and happy Society. 

Think on the Graces wherein you are moſt defeQive, 
conſider che reaſonableneſs and neceflity of them, and 
how ill you can live without them, or withour greater 
degrees of chem. Plead che cauſe of every Grace 
wich your own Hearts, and in the midſt of your Me- 
dirarions lifr up your Eyes and your Souls ro Heaven 
for help therein, O that you would be perſwatded to 
try this Courſe, ro engage your ſelves in the frequent 
and ſolemn Exerciſe ot this grear Duty of Medication: 
the advantage would be great every way. And that 
you may berhe fitter for this more ftated Exerciſe of 
Medication, ic will be very uſeful,in the midft of your 
Ewployments and Buſineſs in the World, to I ofcen 
ſcnding up a Thought or Ejaculation rowards Heaven. 
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re}. 3. If your Endeavours thus far prove ſuglgs th 
eff. 'o ne Ru find more Grace and Machu th _ll ſuc 

ing in thereby ; lay our your ſelves ſo much the moFiEGod 
for God. ' Much is expeRed from them'ro whom mudifOrits, 
15 given. Your Talents are ro be traded with, nol jef 
hidden in a Napkin. As the Goodneſs of God aboundilias © 
roward you, you muſt endeayour to abound in thi let | 
Work of the Lord; rhat ſo it may appear, that tiiGot 
Grace beſtowed upon you us not in vain, 1 Cor, 15.10.9688 wit 
Surely *cis fir God ſhould have the Glory of his owlffl kno 
Gifts, while you have the bercefic and comfort of then Mot 


% 


This is the way to receive more,, To bim that bath, ſhall 1 


he given. © | 
Sir down and confider ſeriouſly, caſt abour in yoni 1 
. Minds, what ſhall I doto promote the Korour and IF tait 
rereſt of rhar God, who has done fo much for me? Th 
Can you form no Proje& for greater fervicableneſs?þ 
T willrty if I can help you by and by 5 in the meanf;] 
time reſolve ro walk- with God more humbly, ſtrialyel 
and watchfully than ever yet you have done : and joy-ft 
fully to embrace every opportunity which ir ſhall 
pleaſe God ro put into your Hands, to teſtify your 
Thankfulneſs by humble and ſelf-denying Obedience, 
"Tis rrue God needs not you, you cannot be profitable 
unto him : Bur it 1s as true thar he expeRs all chis from : 
you, as a due Exprefſion of the Gratirude and Ts | 
nuiry ofan honeſt Hearr, Tho you cannor profit hith, 
yer obedient you muſt bez and beſides Soveraign 
Authority, you 'have many indearing Obligations 
cherero, I wifl ſheiv you preſently rhat you need 
nor want work, bur will endeaycur firſt ro fortify 
you againſt che (difficulties of ' ir, * | | 


Dirt, 4. Ler Patience have irs periet work, We 
h:ve nced of this Grace at every 'turn 3 the Rate 
ſex before us will never be finiſh'd, nor ſcarce one 
fep rightly raken withour it. Heb. 12. 1. > IV 

'We n.uft exve@ ro mcet with many Aﬀiaions, 

, Pal. 


Mi 


for Heaurn. © 

Piel. 24- 19+ which cannot be born, nor improve 
as rhey ought, withour parience. Whether be 
fſach as come more immediately from the of 
Ef God : Shel! we not be ſubjetF to the Father of Spl- 

ts, and live? Heb. 12.9. 9.4. We muſt be ſub- 
jet, our Lives lie on ic. To mutiny is mortal; 
las one gloſſes upon the place. Ic 1s the Lord, 
he let him do what ſeems good in his Eyes. When 
God is glorifying himſelf in correRing us, we muſt 
with Aaroz hold our Peace. Lev. 10. 3. Be ſtill, and 
va know that he is God: Dumb, and not open our 
ney Mouths, becauſe he does ir. 

If we be afflited by the Prideor Malice of Men, 
oF here again we have need of Patience, that we fret 
ney wor our ſelves becauſe of Evil-doers; nor enter» 
ey tain any peeviſh revengful Thoughcs againſt them. 
28 There's more of Chriſtianicy in this than moſt Pro. 

J feffors thick of. To be habitually diſpoſed, to 
Y bleſs thoſe that carſe us, and to overcome Evil with 
Fil Good. And indeed we ſhall never be able co bear 
FA the Contradiftion of Sinners, wichour faincing in our 
ung Minds, except we exerciſe Patience, and eye the 
EE Example of Chriſt, Ht. 12. 2, 3. 

I  Againz are we aſlaulted by rhe Temptations of 
oF Saran ? we ſhall never conquer without Patience, 
FF Moreover, we have need of Patience to carry us 

through the religious Duries to which. we are dal- 
ly called. Becauſe our fluggiſh Hearts are ſtill 
drawing back from Duty, and are prone tv grow: 
weary of ir, and reluctace againſt ir. Theſe Fruits 
of Rightequſneſs will be blaſted, or miſerably im- 
paired, if not brought forth with Patience, Lube 
- 15. So pron* are we to be weary of welk 
oing ! | 

Laſtly, We have need of Patience, that after we 
bave done the Will of God, we may receive the Pro« 
miſe, Heb, 10. 36. That we may wait God's rime 
'for our glorious Reward. The wiſeſt Man tells us, 
Prov, 13. 12. Hope arferred, makes the Hears ck: 
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The Soul's Prepitation 
*Fis Patience therefore that muſt keep us from faimi 
© what need tayc we topray, That the Lord wild 
dirett our Herts into the Lov: of God, and jþ 
to the patient waiting for Cnriſt! 2Theſf, 3. 5. | 


, 
: 


Dir&&t. $.' Pur on bowels of Compaſſion to | 
Souls of others. Say not with Cain, AnTj 

other's keeper ? nor yer think that Miniſters of 
y are obliged ro promore the common Satvuatinn, 
Methinks you ſhould be defirous to rake,as may 
along wich you to Heaven as you can. * Are 5a 
not taughr to pray, That the Name of God mayhh 
baltowed, bis Kingdon come, and his Will be dove in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven? And muſt not theſe Pray. 
ers be ſeconded with ſurable Endeavours 1n yout 
places? Striving to help on orhers, will he 
X means to exerciſe, and increaſe your own Gr 
65, and to advance your Comforts: Ir will be a 
ſign thar you love Chriſt ſincerely, when you lay 
our your ſelves 'to promore his Intereſt, And 
fince God hach had Compaſtton upon you, ought 
ye not ro have ſome Compaſſion upon your Bre- 
thren. I know the Devil will do his urmoſt t6 
| you , bur you muſt be armed witch Reſq- 
haczon) and Patience, Tyre "are more with you that 
againſt you, | 

When you meer wich any that are buffered with 
Temprarions; perplex*'d with Doubrs and Fears; 
rememier it Mmighe have heen your own Caſe. Lx 
bour therefore ro adminifter Comfort tro rhem, 
by religious Conference, Communication of Ex- 
prrfences, and all other proper Means thar fall 
mm your way; do: nor dcſpiſe the mcaneſt of 
chem. | 

And then, as for thoſe thar are in an unregene- 
rate Scare z how can you look upon them, and not 
be deep'y concerned for them? The leſs they pity, 
themſelves, the greater objetts of your pity: If the 
Children of Jia were obliged to. be kind ro Scrans | 
E:'2 gers 
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for Heaven.” 

gers, 2nd not to vex or oppreſs them, becauſe 
they themſelves had been ſuch” in the Land of 
- | Egypt, and therefore bnew the Heart of a Stranger; 
Exod. 23. 9. Levit. 34. O then what reaſon have 
you © piry thoſe that are in an unconverted E- 
fare, cftranged from God! Ic was once your own 
Caſe, you cannot bur know what a dead, dark, 
difaffefted thing the Hearc of ſuch a Perſon is; 


24 {tow -obdurate and ſenſeleſs. O think whar 


we doingy and whither they are going, if Tnfts 
ge Mercy do nor prevent. Happy you, if you 


| can help co ſave one Soul from Hell! Bur let me 


prge this Point ſomewhar more diflinaly. 
- 1. Begin with thoſe that are under your ſpecial 
Care and Charge: If theſe periſh through your 
neglect, look you to ir, their Blood will be re» 
_ at your Hands, Thoſe of you that have 
milies, think how much you have to, do for 
God in them. It may be ſome of you will 
fay, we keep up religious Exerciſes in our Houſes, 
47, Praying, Reading the Scriptures, and Sing- 
ig the Praiſes of God. I anſwer, thus far'is well, 
I wiſh more could ſay ſo roo: Bur this is nox 
all char you have ro do; Children and Servants 
are to be dealc with plainly, familiarly, and ten» 
derly, by you, with all the Skill and Apphicati- 
on you can in order to the Salvation of their 
Souls. I muſt nor ſtay to give you particular 
DireRions, honeſt Hearts and a fincere deiire to 
do their Souls good, will ſoon put you in a way 
todo ir. + 
- 2+ You haye a great deal to do for the Souls of your 
Neighbours. Are nor many of them ignorant, 
carnal and ungodly? Can you contrive no Way to 
be helpful ro them? Have you no parcicular In- 
rereſt in ſome of then? Have they no deper- 
dance upon you? Are they under no ſpecial O5- 
ligations to you? Why are nor all theie Advat 
rages improved for Gog? Gan you ſee them perith< 
| of ing 
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ing by Multitudes round abour you, . and hot ony 
open your Mouchs to help chem? Is this to bye 
your Neighbours as your ſelves ? 

- 3. In a word, I cell you, *ris your duty to take 
all opporcunities, wherever you come, or why 
whomloever you converſe, to do good to Soul 
I do not mean that facred Things ſhould be & 
poſed by rafhneſs, indilcrericn or imprudenc ms 
nagement, nor Pearls caſt before Swine, who will 
tar again and rent you: Bur one thing I wil 
ell you, as bad as the World is, the Names & 
Holineſs, Juftice, Puriry, Religion, @&. are fil 
honourable among Men, and the contrary Vices at 
accounred odious: No Nan would be look'd upon 
as an impious, profane, unrighreouy Villian, Now 
this' gives you ſome advantage ; and a willing Mind 
may find many ooporcunities to bring in good Di 
coutſe, ,and that jn ſuch a way as the worſt of 
Men ſhould ſcarce dare to contradi&t ir, There 
ſomewhat in ſerious Religion which command 
Awe and Reverence, even from them that hare it, 
Herod feared John the Baptiſt, knowing that be waa 
yaft Man and. an holy, Mark. 6. 20. ' As for thoſe 
thar are civilized or moralized ( as ſome ſpeak) the 
difficulry is nextro nothing, to bring in ſome edi 
fying Diſcourſe 2mong them, and to leave ſome 
good favour behind you, (Chriſtians ſhould be 
Fhe Salt of the Earth, Mar. 5. 13.) And to lerthem 
know that the Liſe of Religion is ſomewhar more 
than they ſeem to place ir 1n. Can you not gent- 
ly and prudently reprove the Sins of others, where 
you think 1t may do good? I know that this is 
a Ducy that goes as much againſt the Grain as al 
moft any ; bur che Scripture is plain, Lev. 19.17, 
Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thine Heart, thou 
ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer 
Sin to be upon bim. Or, as the words may be ret» 
dered | that chou bear nor Sin tor him} you make 
your ſelves Parcakers with other Men in their : 
6 1 
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- for Heaven. 
if, you endeavour not to prevent them. Tn ſhort, 
will own thoſe that own him, and ſtand u 
for his Cauſe ; and if that be not enough, ſee where 
can find a better Patron. 27 
:} Moreover, as for thoſe that are poor and low-in 
the World, you might make way for doing good 
to their Souls, by ſhewing Kindneſs ro their Bo- 
dies, if you [thought ir worth the while to 'be at 
any expence for the intereſt of Chriſt in the World. 
I.fay no more than this, if it were poſſible thar 
Gtief could have any place in Heaven, this ſure 
'would be the matter of ir; ro remember how lit- 
tle we had done for God on Earth. 


- Dire. 6. Be much in the exerciſe of thoſe Gra- 
ees and Duties *which trend moſt direaly Heaven- 
ward, and are neareſt a-kin ro that bleſſed Stare. 
This 15 the way to make you ripe for Glory. You 
need nor ſtay for all of Heaven till you come thi- 
ther 3 there are great Foretaſts of it ro be enjoyed 
on Earth, if you be not wanting to your ſelves. 
You may feaſt your Souls upon the Proviſions which 
Chriſt harh made for your preſenc ſupport, and more 
eſpecially upon thoſe diſcoveries which he. has 
iven you of the Glory intended for you ; and you 
ave need fo to do, leſt you faint by rhe way. E 
may ſay. ro you as the Angel to Elijah, 1 King. 
87 Ariſe aud tat, becauſe the Fournty is too great. 
r thee. 
rt. Live by Faith upon the great Promiſes of the 
Goſpe!, whereby the Heavenly. Glory 15 made ſure 
unco true Believers; realize hoſe Promiſes: there 
remainech a Reſt for che People of God. Bleſſed 
are the dead that die in the Lord, &c. If any Man 
ſerve me lit him follow mt, and where I am, there 
ſhall alſo my Servant be, Tf any Man ſerve me, bins 
will my Father honour, Theſe are the true Sayings of 
Ged. Rev. 19. 9, How comes it to that they 


' tho 


Are no. more conſidered, and lived upon? Whaz | 
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© tho preſent we have nor the ſatisfeQion of imme ia 
are intuition, know ye nor thir Faith is ro be ll 
Mead of .ſighr, til] we come ro Heaven, Heb. 11, ». 6 
But alas! how apt are we to take up with ſal #** 
dark, dreaming; confuſed Notions and Thoughts, | 
ſtead of rhe lively Exerciſe of ſuch a Faith, . 58 
- 2, Labour to ſtir up in yolir ſelves earneſt Lowlf-*] 
ings after this bleſſed Scare. How can we. ſay \ yal 
bye our Lord, if our Hear's be norwirh him? Shoal(}-- 5 
we not ſet our Aﬀettions on things above, whers cl | 
fitteth on the right Hand of God? Col. 3. r, 2. 

Lord is there, our Inheritance is there, many of 
our Friends and Acquaintanceare gone before; hon | 
ill doth it become. us ro ſuffer our Hearts to Fox 
as if we were indifferent whether we followed rhe 

or no? Surely we ſhould groan eamefily, deſiring to h | 1. 
cloathed upon with our Houſe which is fron Heaun, || \, 
2 Cor. 5. 2. Do bur obſerve how eager and inten | ,. 

Worldltngs are upon empty Vanities, things that ""y 
eannor profir: And ſhall we be fo cold and hears | ..,, 
leſs in the Tendencies, of our Souls towards tha | 
Happineſs which is ſolid and ſubſtantial? Were our | yy, 
Hearts more fer upon Heaven, ir would pur Like } 1, 
and Savour into all our Duties, it would ſuppar | ;. 
us under -Afflitions, and enable us to baffle Temp» | 1; 
tarionsz- it would: be an Evidence of our Sincerity, | yj, 
and raiſc us above the laviſh Fears of Death, But Þ 5 
I proceed, | | | bn 

3. Be much inthe exerciſe of a lively well-ground- | \, 
ed Hope. Faith preſents the heavenly Glory to the 
wiew of the Soul, Defire reacherh torth rowards it, | 5. 
Hope lays hold upon it. To this we are begotten - Y 
again, 1 Pet. 1. 3. By this we are ſaved, Rom. 8. 24; 
See firſt that your Hopes be rightly grounded, and 
then thar they be duly exerciſed. L 
' =: 4+ And now ic is time that your Souls ſhould 
be affected with fpiritual Joy. Faith and Hope 
muſt buth contribure ro this. Thus we read © 
Joy in believing, and of rejoicing in Hope, 3 
Pſa + 


per! 


T or Heaven. _ 
of Fſal. 32. It. Phil. 4. 4. 1 Theſſ. $. 16. You are over 

JF md over commanded ro rejoice, 'tts not left to you / 

I's a Marter indifferent : 'Tis as truly a Duty in its 

LN, ce, as Godly Sorrow, Humiliation and Repen- 

Tf fance are in theirs. And *cis more noble, as ap- 

"FF pertaining ro the primitive and principal | Pact of 
7# Holinets ; whereas the other belong to the medici- 
"7 nal healing parc thereof. | 

f:-. 5. Above all things ſtrive to keep up the Warmth - 

and Vipgour of = Love to God and your Redee- 

mer : Let every other Grace do 1ts part to promote 

this. Labour ſtill to ger nearer to God, more in- 

ward with him, and that your Hearts may move 

more naturally rowards him. God is Love. 


Diref. 5, Obſerve narrowly the Temper and Be- 
haviour of thoſe Perſons who ſeem ripeſt for Hed» 
ven, and rake them for your Examples, Converſe 
much with ſuch: Ze that walketh with the Wiſe, ſhall 
be wiſe, In ſuch you may obſerve manifold Appear- 
ances of thoſeinward, gractous Principles, by-which 
they are ated. In them you may obſerve great 
Humility and Condeſcenfſion toward ſuch as are their 
Inferiours. Greax tenderneſs for the Honour and In- 
tereſt ot God in the World; Great delight in ma+ 
king mencjon familiarly of thoſe that are gone to 
Heaven before them; An excellent compoſure of 
Gravity and Cheartuineſsz a- weighty Seriouſneſs and 
Warmth in the Duties of Gods holy Worſhip: In a 
word, you may ſee plainly enough whither they are 
going, and how beautiful a rching Holineſs is thus 
growing up towards its Perfeton, 
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